Unprotecting American Lands: How Trump Is
Dismantling America’s Bipartisan Conservation

Legacy

Methodology and data sources

This document outlines the sources and methods used to analyze the conservation rollbacks

described in the June 2026 article “Unprotecting American Lands: How Trump Is Dismantling

America’s Bipartisan Conservation Legacy.”

Protections eliminated or ongoing in Trump’s second term

To determine the total acreage of protections removed in the second term of the Trump
administration, the authors analyzed spatial data using ArcGIS Pro. This analysis indicated where
in the United States conservation protections were being eliminated by actions initiated or
completed by the administration as of June 17, 2026. To generate estimates of total acreage

affected by these rollbacks, overlap between categories was eliminated to avoid double counting.
“Roadless area” protections for national forests

Reported acreage includes all national forest lands protected by the Roadless Area Conservation
Rule, known as inventoried roadless areas, but excludes 1) lands in Colorado and Idaho, which are
not covered by the ongoing rescission, and 2) those lands with other permanent protections
against extractive development, such as a wilderness area categorized as “GAP 1” or “GAP 2” by

the U.S. Geological Survey’s Protected Areas Database.’
Western Arctic (National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska)

Reported acreage for the Western Arctic, or National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska, includes 1) areas
with removed or weakened “special area” protections under the proposed Management and
Protection of the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska rule and/or 2) areas that would be opened

to mineral development under the Trump administration’s final rule to rescind the 2024 rule.?
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“D-1” Bureau of Land Management public lands (Alaska)

Analysis includes the remaining Bureau of Land Management (BLM) public lands withdrawn under
Section 17(d)(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act within the Ring of Fire, Bay, Bering Sea-
Western Interior, East Alaska, and Kobuk-Seward Peninsula planning areas, which were targeted by

the Trump administration rescissions.?

Izembek National Wildlife Refuge

Analysis includes the transfer of a land parcelin the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge, finalized by

the U.S. Department of the Interior in 2025.*

Lands protected from mining and drilling (mineral withdrawals)

Boundary Waters/Rainy River watershed mineral withdrawal: Analysis includes lands protected
from future mineral claims, exploration, and leasing by the 2023 final withdrawal of the Rainy River
Watershed in Superior National Forest using data provided by Campaign to Save the Boundary

Waters.®

Greater Chaco region mineral withdrawal: Analysis includes lands protected from future mineral
claims, exploration, and leasing by the 2023 final withdrawal of lands in the Greater Chaco Region
and protected from mineral exploration by withdrawal, using a layer acquired through ArcGIS Portal

with data from the BLM.®

Upper Pecos River mineral withdrawal: Analysis includes lands protected from future mineral
claims, exploration, and leasing by interim protections established with the 2024 proposed
withdrawal of public lands in the Upper Pecos River area, using data from the BLM provided by New

Mexico Wild.”

Ruby Mountains mineral withdrawal: Analysis includes lands protected from future mineral
claims, exploration, and leasing by interim protections established with the 2024 proposed mineral
withdrawal of public lands in the Ruby Mountains area, using data provided by The Wilderness

Society.®



BLM land use plans in Alaska, Montana, North Dakota, and Wyoming

Analysis was conducted to identify lands that are expected to be unprotected by the ongoing
rescission and replacement of BLM resource management plans (RMPs), including through the
removal of conservation protections for “areas of critical environmental concern” (ACECs) and/or

the reopening of areas closed to mineral development.

Central Yukon (Alaska): Affected lands analyzed for the Central Yukon RMP rescission include
areas that were eliminated as ACECs and opened to mineral development by legislation passed

overturning the 2024 RMP through the use of the Congressional Review Act (CRA).°

Miles City (Montana): Affected lands analyzed for the Miles City RMP rescission include areas that
were reopened for coal leasing by legislation passed overturning the 2024 RMP through the use of

the CRA.™

Buffalo (Wyoming): Affected lands analyzed for the Buffalo RMP rescission include areas that were
reopened for coal leasing by legislation passed overturning the 2024 RMP through the use of the
CRA.M

North Dakota (statewide): Affected lands analyzed for the North Dakota RMP rescission include
areas that would 1) be reopened to mineral development and/or 2) be offered for disposal if the
Trump administration adopts the no-action alternative (which is also the least environmentally
protective alternative) evaluated for the RMP, which was finalized in 2025. Coal was not included in

this analysis because of lack of data availability."

Rock Springs (Wyoming): Affected lands analyzed for the Rock Springs RMP rescission include
lands that would 1) be eliminated as ACECs and/or 2) be opened to mineral development if the
Trump administration adopts the least environmentally protective alternative evaluated for the

RMP finalized in 2024.™
Additional protections eliminated in Trump’s first term

To generate an estimate of total acres of protections erased by the Trump administration across
federal public lands, the authors first analyzed President Trump’s second-term actions (as

described above), and subsequently identified major actions taken to remove protections from



public lands during the first term of the Trump administration in order to identify additional acres of

eliminated protections not already counted. To avoid any double counting, this analysis omits first-

term actions accounted for in the second-term total, such as first-term rollbacks to roadless area

protections in the Tongass National Forest or actions targeting the Western Arctic.™ It also does

not consider actions that were proposed but never finalized, such as proposed amendments to the

Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan.' With the exception of the Arctic National Wildlife

Refuge, whose protections were stripped by President Trump’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, the

additional first-term acreage does not account for public lands newly opened to oil and gas leasing

and therefore represents an underestimate.

The following actions were included in calculating the total additional acreage of protections

removed:

Area affected

Sagebrush Focal Area mineral

withdrawal

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

California Desert Conservation

Area mineral withdrawal

Eastern Interior public land

order

Bears Ears National Monument

Grand Staircase-Escalante

National Monument

Trump administration action

Recission of entire mineral withdrawal'®

Opening the coastal plain of the refuge to oil and

gas development (signing of the Tax Cuts and Jobs

Act, Public Law 115-97)"

Recission of entire mineral withdrawal®

Recission of public land order™

Redrawn boundaries®

Redrawn boundaries?®'

Acres affected

9,949,448

1,563,500

1,337,904

1,151,877

1,150,860

861,974



Goodnews Bay public land order Recission of public land order?

East Alaska public land order Recission of public land order®

Removal of conservation protections for “areas of
Lewistown resource critical environmental concern” (ACECs) through

management plan (RMP)* the rescission and replacement of the RMP %

Removal of conservation protections for ACECs
through the rescission and replacement of the

Four Rivers RMP* RMP%

Removal of conservation protections for ACECs
through the rescission and replacement of the

Missoula RMP* RMP2¢

Total

Endnotes

229,715

217,486

19,300

3,640

585

16,486,289
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