
Sources for Figures 1, 3, and 4 in ‘Why the National Debt Matters More 
Than It Used to and Why We Should Not Count on AI To Fix the Problem’ 

Congressional Budget O1ice, “Congressional Budget O1ice Pay-As-You-Go Estimate: 
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001, H.R. 1836” (Washington: 
2001), available at https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/107th-congress-2001-
2002/costestimate/hr1836omb0.pdf. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, “Congressional Budget O1ice Cost Estimate: Jobs and 
Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003, H.R. 2” (Washington: 2003), available at 
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/108th-congress-2003-
2004/costestimate/hr250.pdf. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, “Congressional Budget O1ice Cost Estimate: Working 
Families Tax Relief Act of 2004, H.R. 1308” (Washington: 2004), available at 
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/108th-congress-2003-
2004/costestimate/hr1308pg0.pdf. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, “Congressional Budget O1ice Cost Estimate: Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005, H.R. 4297” (Washington: 2005), available at 
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/109th-congress-2005-
2006/costestimate/hr4297pg0.pdf. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, “Congressional Budget O1ice Cost Estimate: Tax Increase 
Prevention Act of 2007, H.R. 3996” (Washington: 2007), available at 
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/110th-congress-2007-
2008/costestimate/hr399600.pdf. 

Joint Committee on Taxation, “Estimated Budget E1ects Of The Tax Provisions Contained In 
An Amendment In The Nature Of A Substitute To H.R. 1424, Scheduled For Consideration 
On The Senate Floor On October 1, 2008” (Washington: 2008), available at 
https://www.jct.gov/publications/2008/jcx-78-08/. 

Joint Committee on Taxation, “Estimated Budget E1ects Of The Revenue Provisions 
Contained In The Conference Agreement For H.R. 1, The ‘American Recovery And 
Reinvestment Tax Act Of 2009’” (Washington: 2009), available at 
https://www.jct.gov/publications/2009/jcx-19-09/. 

Joint Committee on Taxation, “Estimated Budget E1ects Of The ‘Tax Relief, Unemployment 
Insurance Reauthorization, And Job Creation Act Of 2010,’ Scheduled For Consideration By 
The United States Senate” (Washington: 2010), available at 
https://www.jct.gov/publications/2010/jcx-54-10/. 

Joint Committee on Taxation, “Estimated Revenue E1ects Of The Revenue Provisions 
Contained In An Amendment In The Nature Of A Substitute To H.R. 8, The ‘American 

https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/107th-congress-2001-2002/costestimate/hr1836omb0.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/107th-congress-2001-2002/costestimate/hr1836omb0.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/108th-congress-2003-2004/costestimate/hr250.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/108th-congress-2003-2004/costestimate/hr250.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/108th-congress-2003-2004/costestimate/hr1308pg0.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/108th-congress-2003-2004/costestimate/hr1308pg0.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/109th-congress-2005-2006/costestimate/hr4297pg0.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/109th-congress-2005-2006/costestimate/hr4297pg0.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/110th-congress-2007-2008/costestimate/hr399600.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/110th-congress-2007-2008/costestimate/hr399600.pdf
https://www.jct.gov/publications/2008/jcx-78-08/
https://www.jct.gov/publications/2009/jcx-19-09/
https://www.jct.gov/publications/2010/jcx-54-10/


Taxpayer Relief Act Of 2012,’ As Passed By The Senate On January 1, 2013” (Washington: 
2013), available at https://www.jct.gov/publications/2013/jcx-1-13/. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, “The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2018 to 2028” 
(Washington: 2018), available at https://www.cbo.gov/publication/53651. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, “The Long-Term Budget Outlook” (Washington: 2005), 
available at https://www.cbo.gov/publication/17558. 

Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, personal communication with authors via 
email and phone, 2026, on file with authors. 

Richard Kogan, senior fellow, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, personal 
communication with authors via email and phone, 2026, on file with authors. 

Authors' calculations using data from U.S. Department of Commerce, "Historical Statistics 
of the United States: Colonial Times to 1970, Part 2" (Washington: 1975), available at 
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/historical-statistics-united-states-237/volume-2-
5808?deep=true. 

U.S. O1ice of Management and Budget, "Historical Tables" (last accessed January 2026), 
available at https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/information-resources/budget/historical-
tables. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, "The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2025 to 2035" 
(Washington: 2025), available at https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61172. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, “The Long-Term Budget Outlook: 2025 to 2055” (Washington: 
2025), available at https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61270. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, "The Long-Term Budget Outlook Under Alternative Scenarios 
for the Economy and the Budget" (Washington: 2025), available at 
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61332. 

Congressional Budget O1ice, “The Long-Term Budget Outlook: 2026 to 2056” (Washington: 
2025), available at https://www.cbo.gov/publication/62044. 

The Budget Lab at Yale, "State of Tari1s: January 19, 2026" (last accessed January 2026), 
available at https://budgetlab.yale.edu/research/state-tari1s-january-19-2026. 

Louis Johnston and Samuel H. Williamson, "What Was the U.S. GDP Then?", 
MeasuringWorth (last accessed June 2026), available at 
https://www.measuringworth.com/datasets/usgdp/. 

https://www.jct.gov/publications/2013/jcx-1-13/
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/53651
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/17558
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/historical-statistics-united-states-237/volume-2-5808?deep=true
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/historical-statistics-united-states-237/volume-2-5808?deep=true
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/information-resources/budget/historical-tables
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/information-resources/budget/historical-tables
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61172
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61270
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61332
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/62044
https://budgetlab.yale.edu/research/state-tariffs-january-19-2026
https://www.measuringworth.com/datasets/usgdp/


Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, “Federal Reserve Balance Sheet: 
Factors A1ecting Reserve Balances - H.4.1” (last accessed June 2026), available at 
https://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/h41/. 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/h41/

