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How the Trump Administration’s Agenda To 
Eliminate Environmental Protections and Promote 
the Fossil Fuel Industry Harms Public Health 
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The majority of Americans value their fundamental freedom to breathe clean 
air, drink safe water, and live in healthy communities. Roughly 75 percent of 
Americans are concerned about air and water pollution, and 80 percent support 
expanding federal funding to communities with excessive amounts of pollution in 
their air and water. 

Despite this strong support, the Trump administration is abandoning environmental 
protections at the expense of public health and safety, as planned in Project 2025 
and promised by President Donald Trump to oil executives to boost their profits in 
exchange for campaign contributions. These protections include air quality standards 
for smog, soot, and air toxics, as well as emission requirements for power plants, 
vehicles, coal waste, and oil refineries. The Trump administration’s plans to roll back 
tailpipe and smokestack standards alone will increase pollution, putting the lives of 
millions of Americans at risk and potentially leading to more than 100 million asthma 
attacks and 200,000 premature deaths over the next 25 years. If implemented, the 
administration’s plans to roll back environmental protections would also increase cli-
mate pollution—putting Americans’ health and safety and the economy at risk from 
more frequent, intense, and costly fires, hurricanes, storms, and floods. 

Meanwhile, the Trump administration has offered companies the option to send an 
email asking the president to temporarily exempt them from compliance with limits 
on mercury—which can damage the brain and nervous system and lead to serious 
developmental problems among infants and children—and other clean air protections.

In addition, President Trump and his administration committed to slashing the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) budget by 65 percent and dismantling the 
scientific research arm of the agency, which would make it impossible for the agency 
to fulfill its mission of ensuring that all Americans—regardless of income, ZIP code, 
or race—can breathe clean air and drink clean water. The Trump administration has 
also canceled funding for programs that reduce pollution and protect public health. 

See also:

“The Trump Administration’s 
Cancellation of Funding for 
Environmental Protections 
Endangers Americans’ 
Health While Draining Their 
Wallets”

https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/post-election-voter-poll-voters-overwhelmingly-support-a-strong-epa-to-protect-public-health/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/climate-change-in-the-american-mind-beliefs-attitudes-fall-2024/toc/2/
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/post-election-voter-poll-voters-overwhelmingly-support-a-strong-epa-to-protect-public-health/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-launches-biggest-deregulatory-action-us-history
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/12/climate/epa-zeldin-rollbacks-pollution.html
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/project-2025-would-make-it-easier-for-big-corporations-to-dump-dangerous-toxins-that-poison-americans/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/05/09/trump-oil-industry-campaign-money/
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/epafacts/the-trump-administrations-attacks-on-epa-will-harm-public-health-safety/
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/our-work/breathing-easy-report/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/mar/14/epa-lee-zeldin-trump-environment
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/mar/19/trump-epa-pollution-regulation-cuts
https://www.vox.com/climate/403877/epa-climate-rollback-endangement-trump-environment
https://science.nasa.gov/climate-change/extreme-weather/
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/billions/
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2025-02-12/la-wildfires-economic-impact-insurance-construction-real-estate-rebuild-los-angeles
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/in-the-wake-of-hurricane-helene-congress-must-invest-in-rebuilding-strong-prosperous-and-climate-resilient-communities/
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/how-epa-rollbacks-will-cost-us-dollars-and-lives
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/27/climate/epa-air-pollution-exemption-mercury-coal-ash.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/05/climate/epa-mercury-coal-plants.html
https://x.com/epaleezeldin/status/1899469255122223451
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/17/climate/trump-eliminates-epa-science.html
https://www.eenews.net/articles/what-a-65-cut-from-epas-budget-could-look-like/
https://www.esgdive.com/news/ira-funding-freeze-caused-clean-energy-projects-to-pause/741940/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administrations-cancellation-of-funding-for-environmental-protections-endangers-americans-health-while-draining-their-wallets/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administrations-cancellation-of-funding-for-environmental-protections-endangers-americans-health-while-draining-their-wallets/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administrations-cancellation-of-funding-for-environmental-protections-endangers-americans-health-while-draining-their-wallets/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administrations-cancellation-of-funding-for-environmental-protections-endangers-americans-health-while-draining-their-wallets/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administrations-cancellation-of-funding-for-environmental-protections-endangers-americans-health-while-draining-their-wallets/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administrations-cancellation-of-funding-for-environmental-protections-endangers-americans-health-while-draining-their-wallets/
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By shuttering the EPA’s environmental justice offices, the Trump administration 
is ending efforts to cut deadly pollution that is concentrated in working-class and 
low-income communities. All of these moves would simply enrich billionaires at the 
expense of the American people’s health. 

This fact sheet contains more information on how pollution and the Trump admin-
istration’s plan to eliminate environmental protections threatens the health and 
lives of Americans.

Pollution from power plants, industrial facilities, diesel- 
and gas-powered vehicles and equipment, and other 
sources threatens public health

	■ Air pollution threatens public health by shortening lives and increasing the risk of 
cancer, asthma, heart and lung disease, heart attacks, strokes, and premature birth, 
among other health conditions. Poor air quality is estimated to be responsible for 
more than 100,000 premature deaths in the United States each year.

	■ Air pollution from fossil fuels costs each American an average of $2,500 per year in 
health care expenses—a nationwide total of more than $820 billion per year.

	■ The Trump administration plans to cancel critical environmental protections, 
including air pollution standards for smokestacks and tailpipes. Rolling back these 
standards would increase pollution, causing more than 100 million asthma attacks 
and 200,000 premature deaths by 2050.

	■ Power plants, industrial facilities, diesel- and gas-powered vehicles and 
equipment, and other sources emit particle pollution—including coarse particles 
(particulate matter 10), fine particles (PM2.5), and ultrafine particles (PM0.1)—as 
well as nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxides, which can become fine particles, into 
the air we breathe. Fine and ultrafine particles, also known as soot, can travel deep 
into the lungs, air sacs, and bloodstream, harming vital organs such as the heart 
and brain as well as the cardiovascular system.

	■ Studies show that roughly 48,000 premature deaths per year in the United States 
can be attributed to PM2.5 pollution—with some estimates indicating as many 
as 85,000 to 200,000 excess deaths every year. Even short-term and low-level 
exposure to PM2.5 can be deadly; can cause higher rates of infant mortality and 
more severe asthma attacks; and can increase hospital admissions for heart 
disease, heart attacks, strokes, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), 
and childhood asthma.

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/11/climate/epa-closure-environmental-justice-offices.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare&sgrp=g&pvid=2018A827-4365-45FB-AD52-709D3630F1B2
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.estlett.0c00424
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/EPN-Breathing-Easy-Report-September-2024.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/vijay-limaye/local-air-quality-monitoring-lagging-across-us-nrdc-finds
https://www.lung.org/getmedia/dabac59e-963b-4e9b-bf0f-73615b07bfd8/State-of-the-Air-2024.pdf
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	■ Studies have also consistently shown that breathing in high concentrations of 
particle pollution year-round can lead to early death from cardiovascular and 
respiratory problems, including heart disease, stroke, influenza, pneumonia, lung 
cancer, and other health problems.

	■ For pregnant people, fetuses, and children, year-round exposure to PM2.5 can lead 
to preterm birth; fetal and infant death; impaired neurological, cognitive, and lung 
development; and a higher likelihood of asthma among children. 

	■ Similar to particle pollution, long-term exposure to ozone, or smog, can 
increase the risk of brain inflammation and cognitive decline, reproductive and 
developmental harm, metabolic disorders, and new asthma cases in children.

	■ In 2024, the American Lung Association found that 39 percent of Americans—131.2 
million people—live in counties with failing grades for levels of soot and ozone in 
the air, 11.7 million more Americans than in 2023.

Pollution is unfairly concentrated in working-class, low-
income, Black, and Hispanic communities

	■ Low-income communities, along with Black, Hispanic, and other communities of 
color, are more likely than white and wealthier neighborhoods to live with unsafe 
air quality and drinking water and near toxic waste sites.

	■ The dirtiest and most inefficient power plants are too often located in low-income, 
working-class, Black, and Hispanic communities, as well as in other communities 
of color. These communities experience higher rates of cancer, asthma, and other 
life-threatening health problems.

	■ Black and Hispanic Americans are unfairly exposed to 56 percent and 63 percent 
more soot pollution, respectively, than they produce.

	■ Communities of color are 3.7 times more likely than white communities to live 
with high levels of air pollution.

	■ In addition, Black Americans are 75 percent more likely than white Americans to 
live near polluting industrial facilities.

	■ For example, in Louisiana’s “Cancer Alley,” where residents are predominantly 
Black and low income, the cancer risk is nearly 50 times higher than the national 
average due to 150 nearby chemical plants and oil refineries.

https://www.lung.org/research/sota/health-risks
https://www.lung.org/getmedia/dabac59e-963b-4e9b-bf0f-73615b07bfd8/State-of-the-Air-2024.pdf
https://www.lung.org/getmedia/dabac59e-963b-4e9b-bf0f-73615b07bfd8/State-of-the-Air-2024.pdf
https://www.lung.org/getmedia/dabac59e-963b-4e9b-bf0f-73615b07bfd8/State-of-the-Air-2024.pdf
https://www.lung.org/media/press-releases/state-of-the-air-2023
https://www.lung.org/media/press-releases/state-of-the-air-2023
https://hsph.harvard.edu/news/communities-of-color-disproportionately-exposed-to-pfas-pollution-in-drinking-water/
https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/environment-and-society/12/1/ares120107.xml
https://www.cleanegroup.org/peaker-power-plant-data-show-persistent-economic-and-racial-inequities/
https://www.epa.gov/power-sector/human-health-environmental-impacts-electric-power-sector
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/african-americans-hispanics-exposed-to-more-air-pollution-than-whites
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1818859116
https://www.lung.org/media/press-releases/state-of-the-air-2023
https://naacp.org/resources/fumes-across-fence-line-health-impacts-air-pollution-oil-gas-facilities-african-american
https://www.eesi.org/papers/view/fact-sheet-climate-environmental-and-health-impacts-of-fossil-fuels-2021


4 Center for American Progress

The Trump administration is increasing energy costs for 
families by prioritizing oil and gas industry interests and 
undermining clean energy investments 

	■ Over the past three years, clean energy investments have helped reduce the 
country’s vulnerability to energy price volatility and are lowering overall energy 
costs by decreasing fossil fuel demand.

	■ By approving new liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminals, the Trump 
administration would raise household electricity bills by $100 per month. 
Repealing the Inflation Reduction Act’s clean energy incentives, as Republicans 
in Congress aim to do, would increase household electricity costs by more than 
$110 in 2026, threaten more than $500 billion in planned economic investment, 
and cost roughly 790,000 jobs in 2030 and more than 700,000 jobs in 2035—
compared with a “business as usual” scenario with the incentives left in place.

	■ More than 30 million U.S. households—or roughly one-quarter—are already 
unable to meet their energy needs, and 78 percent of Americans are stressed about 
high energy bills.

	■ Low-income, Black, Latino, and Indigenous communities experience the highest 
rates of energy insecurity due to economic inequality and poor-quality housing 
tied to unfair housing and other policies:
	■ Fifty-two percent of Black and American Indian or Alaska Native households 
experience some form of energy insecurity.

	■ On average, Black households pay $1.6 billion more in energy expenses per year 
compared with other racial groups.

	■ Forty-seven percent of Hispanic households experience energy insecurity, 
compared with 25 percent of non-Hispanic households.

The federal government must protect the fundamental 
freedom of all Americans to breathe clean air, drink clean 
water, and live in healthy communities

Americans need a government that works for everyone, not just wealthy corporate 
donors and billionaires. To protect public health and safety and lower household costs, 
Americans need a government that will strengthen environmental protections by: 

	■ Expanding access to clean renewable energy to reduce pollution and lower 
energy costs

	■ Incentivizing clean energy storage to replace fossil-fueled peaker plants in 
communities on the front lines of dangerous pollution and climate change effects

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/clean-energy-investments-are-boosting-the-u-s-economy/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/clean-energy-investments-are-boosting-the-u-s-economy/
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/LNGUpdate_SummaryReport_Dec2024_230pm.pdf
file:///Users/sbonitatibus/Downloads/Republicans%20in%20Congress%20voted%2054%20times
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/congressional-republicans-plan-to-cut-clean-energy-investments-would-cause-higher-energy-bills-and-job-losses-across-states/
https://energyinnovation.org/report/inflation-reduction-act-repeal-harms-state-economies-raises-consumer-costs/
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=51979
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hpb20230518.472953/
https://www.cnet.com/personal-finance/banking/advice/cnet-survey-78-percent-of-americans-are-stressed-out-about-high-energy-bills/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hpb20230518.472953/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hpb20230518.472953/
https://www.energypolicy.columbia.edu/publications/energy-insecurity-in-the-united-states/
https://www.energypolicy.columbia.edu/publications/energy-insecurity-in-the-united-states/
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	■ Implementing strong pollution standards that protect public health and prevent 
harms to communities unfairly exposed to high concentrations of pollution from 
multiple sources

	■ Preventing the permitting, siting, or expansion of fossil fuel projects and polluting 
industrial facilities in communities already struggling to cope with the health risks 
tied to heavy pollution burdens

	■ Ensuring cool and healthy homes for all by investing in efficient and cost-effective 
heat pump air conditioning and programs that will lower electricity costs for 
households, reduce pollution, and protect low-income and working-class families 
from dangerous heat

Conclusion

These and other actions are essential to safeguarding the right of all Americans to 
breathe clean air, drink clean water, and live in healthy communities. The Trump 
administration’s plan to abandon environmental protections would rob Americans of 
this right and threaten their health and lives—all to boost corporate polluter profits.

The authors would like to thank Jill Rosenthal, Jessica Ordóñez-Lancet, Doug Molof, 
Lucero Marquez, Trevor Higgins, Kat So, Steve Bonitatibus, Bianca Serbin, and Chester 
Hawkins for their contributions to this fact sheet.

If reading this fact sheet in print, you can find source links in the online version at  
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/how-the-trump-administrations-agenda- 
to-eliminate-environmental-protections-and-promote-the-fossil-fuel-industry-harms-
public-health/.

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/how-congress-can-protect-families-from-dangerous-heat-and-ensure-cool-and-healthy-homes-for-all/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/how-the-trump-administrations-agenda-to-eliminate-environmental-protections-and-promote-the-fossil-fuel-industry-harms-public-health/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/how-the-trump-administrations-agenda-to-eliminate-environmental-protections-and-promote-the-fossil-fuel-industry-harms-public-health/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/how-the-trump-administrations-agenda-to-eliminate-environmental-protections-and-promote-the-fossil-fuel-industry-harms-public-health/

