Weak Gun Laws Are Driving
Increases in Violent Crime

By Nick Wilson August 18, 2022

The rising violent crime rate over the past two years is a pressing issue that
requires immediate action. While many have blamed the criminal justice reform
movement for the rise in violent crime, these increases can largely be attributed to
an alarming escalation in gun violence. If elected officials are serious about stop-
ping violent crime, they need to prioritize and support stronger gun laws at both
the state and federal levels.

This fact sheet provides data that show the link between states’ actions to weaken
their gun laws and rising violent crime rates.

Homicide rates are higher in states with weaker gun laws
States that received an “F” grade based on the strength of their gun laws—
according to the latest scorecard from the Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun
Violence—saw the highest homicide rates:'
States with “F” grades saw 25 percent higher homicide rates than states with
“C” or “D” grades.>
States with “F” grades saw 61 percent higher homicide rates than states with
“A” or “B” grades—states with the strongest gun laws.3
The states with the highest firearm mortality rates

are Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and

Wyoming.* These states all received an “F” grade for Children and teenagers are most
their weak gun laws.’ vulnerable in states with weaker
Children and teenagers are most vulnerable in
states with weaker gun laws: In 2020, the 10 states gun laws.

with the highest rates of gun deaths among children

and teenagers ages 1-19 were Louisiana, Alaska, Mississippi, South Carolina,
Arkansas, Kansas, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, and Alabama.® All of these states
received an “F” grade for their weak gun laws.

Reports also suggest that rates of nonfatal gunshot injuries sustained during
assaults are higher in states with weaker gun laws: In 2017, the most recent year
with available data across all states, states that received an “F” grade had a rate of
nonfatal gunshot injuries that was 22 percent higher than states with “C” or “D”
grades and 59 percent higher than states with “A” or “B” grades.”
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Missouri’s repeal of its handgun law led to an increase in gun

homicide rates

= In 2007, Missouri repealed its permit-to-purchase (PTP) law, which required
all handgun purchasers to have a valid license that they could obtain only after
passing a background check.

m A 2020 study concluded that the law’s repeal was associated with a 47 percent
increase in gun homicide rates and a 23 percent increase in gun suicide rates.?

» The number of guns sold in Missouri that were later recovered in connection with
criminal investigations in the neighboring states of Iowa and Illinois rose by 37
percent following the repeal of the PTP law.

= From 2007 to 2016, Missouri’s overall gun-related child death rate was the sixth-
highest in the nation—62 percent higher than the national rate.”® Specifically,
during the same period, the child gun homicide rate in Missouri was the third-
highest in the nation.”

lowa has seen a dramatic increase in gun violence after

weakening its state gun laws

m Iowa saw the largest drop in Giffords’ 2021 annual state scorecard rankings,
dropping from a “C” in 2020 to an “F” in 2021 after repealing two crucial gun
safety measures: requirements for permits to purchase firearms and for permits to
carry concealed firearms in public places.”

m State Sen. Jason Schultz (R) sponsored the bill eliminating state permit
requirements and argued that weakening the gun laws would reduce crime:
“More guns equal less crime and ladies and gentlemen when all the good guys
are armed the bad guys live a short, dangerous, brutish life,” Schultz said on the
Iowa Senate floor.”

= In 2018, the Center for American Progress and Progress Iowa warned that efforts
by the Iowa Legislature to pass dangerous legislation weakening existing gun
laws, including then-existing permitting requirements, would lead to increased
violence.*

m In 2019, Iowa was ranked 43rd in gun violence across the country, with 9.1 firearm
related deaths per 100,000 people—25 percent lower than the national average.'s

= Gun homicides increased 23.5 percent in Iowa between 2019 and 2020:

o Nonfatal shootings increased by 11.7 percent, from 204 in 2019 to 228 in 2020.
o In 2021, nonfatal shootings increased by another 7.5 percent, to 245.'¢

= Gun violence is the most common cause of homicide in Iowa, with firearms

responsible for 73 percent of homicides from 2016 to 2020."

“More guns equal less crime and ladies and gentlemen when all the
good guys are armed the bad guys live a short, dangerous, brutish life.”

- lowa state Sen. Jason Schultz (R)
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Mississippi has the weakest gun laws and the highest firearm

death rate in the country

= According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Mississippi has the
highest firearm mortality rate in the country, at 28.6 per 100,000 people.”

m Giffords claims “Mississippi has the weakest gun laws in the country,” and
Everytown for Gun Safety ranks the state at 5oth in the country for having the
worst gun laws.>

m In 2020, Mississippi had the highest rate of crime gun exports in the country
because gun traffickers and individuals legally prohibited from purchasing
firearms are traveling from states with stronger gun laws to Mississippi to take
advantage of its weak gun laws.”

Mass shootings are increasing faster in states with weak gun laws

m A 2019 study found that U.S. state gun laws have become more permissive in
recent decades, concluding: “States with more permissive gun laws and greater
gun ownership had higher rates of mass shootings, and a growing divide appears
to be emerging between restrictive and permissive states.”*

m State laws requiring permits to purchase a gun are associated with 60 percent
lower chance of a mass public shooting occurring.?

= When a mass shooting occurred, states with a large-capacity magazine ban had
38 percent fewer fatalities and 77 percent fewer nonfatal injuries.>

“States with more permissive gun laws and greater gun ownership
had higher rates of mass shootings, and a growing divide appears
to be emerging between restrictive and permissive states.”

- Paul M. Reeping and others, “State gun laws, gun ownership, and mass shootings in the US: cross sectional time series.”

Police officers are more likely to be fatally shot in states with

weaker gun laws

m States that received an “F” grade from the Giffords Law Center* based on the
strength of their gun laws saw higher rates of police officers fatally shot from
2017 t0 2021.%

m States with “F” grades had a rate of police officers fatally shot that was 75 percent
higher than states with “Cs” or “Ds” and 152 percent higher than states with “As”
or “Bs”—those with the strongest gun laws.””

States that strengthen gun laws see reductions in violent crime

m Connecticut’s 1995 handgun purchaser licensing law, also known as PTP, was
associated with an estimated 27.8 percent decrease in its firearm homicide rate
from 1995 to 2017.28
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Indiana and Connecticut were the first states to implement an extreme risk
protection order.” For approximately every 10 risk-based firearm removal actions,
one life was saved.*

Hawaii is the only state that has a complete registry of all firearms and had the
lowest gun death rate in 2020, the most recent year for which data are available.”
A 2022 Johns Hopkins University report found that the five states with the lowest
gun death rates in 2020 had both an extreme risk protection order law and a

firearm purchaser licensing law or a waiting period.*

Conclusion

Voters are increasingly recognizing that gun violence is a serious problem in U.S.
society and that weak gun laws are driving the rise in violent crime.? When state
legislatures repeal effective gun laws, such as those requiring a permit to purchase
a firearm or to carry guns in public places, violent crime increases and communi-
ties becomes less safe. Elected officials who claim to support law enforcement
continue to weaken state gun laws that make officers’ jobs more dangerous, despite
law enforcement opposition.>* If elected officials are serious about reducing violent
crime, strengthening gun violence prevention laws at both the state and federal
levels must be on the top of their agendas.
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