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It has been nearly 50 years since disability activists in San Francisco took

over a federal building for 28 days to force the signing of Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act." This legislation established the rights of people with disabili-
ties against discrimination in programs receiving federal funds. By 1990, dis-
ability activists were literally crawling up the steps of the U.S. Capitol to demand
civil rights legislation for disabled people.? This resulted in the passage of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, which celebrated its 31st anniversary in July
2021. Yet even with these laws’ protections, the lack of access and equity for people
with disabilities—particularly those who are multiply marginalized—was put in

sharp focus by their treatment during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Despite the coronavirus being indiscriminate, it has laid bare the inequities of

the United States for all to witness. COVID-19 killed hundreds of thousands of
Americans in part due to the vulnerability created through continued inequities in
the distribution of resources and services, particularly in marginalized populations.?
Little has been done to make permanent changes to decrease these fatalities and
better and more equitably protect against future pandemics and other crises for com-

munities of color, disabled and older people, and low-income neighborhoods.

Despite the passage of several temporary measures to better support people in
the United States—including increased economic support,* access to health care
testing and vaccines, and eviction and foreclosure protections’—housing, food,
and health care still have not been determined as basic rights to maintain public
health and safety. And worse yet, wages have not been raised for those working
minimum and subminimum wage jobs. As the country has faced—and continues
to face—many challenges in health care, housing,® and the economy,” few things
have changed in any permanent way in the governing of lives, even as everything

has changed for those who have been directly touched by the coronavirus.

The disparities in COVID-19 outcomes such as cases and deaths are not surpris-
ing. Factors outside of the traditional health care system have tremendous effect

on health outcomes, potentially determining up to 90 percent of overall health.®
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These factors are referred to as the social determinants of health, which include
areas such as education, food access, and housing.” Although there has histori-
cally been a general understanding of the impact of these factors on health, it is
now becoming more common knowledge. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’
Healthy People initiative first set objectives for improving health and well-being
nationwide in 1990 and is updated every 10 years; with the release of Healthy
People 2030,' the initiative has increased its focus on health equity, social deter-

minants of health, and health literacy. Yet health inequities continue to exist.

The coronavirus crisis has shown how precarious access is to services that affect
health care for many people in the United States. For example, the history of
discrimination in neighborhood investment and health care in communities

of color contributed to the increased likelihood of mortality from COVID-19

in Black, Latino, Asian, Pacific Islander, and Native American populations."
Moreover, after not honoring, investing in, or enforcing rights of access and com-
munity living for people with disabilities, the United States faced staggering death
rates in long-term living facilities, which have accounted for nearly one-third of
COVID-19 deaths in the country.” Meanwhile, low wages, lack of protections, and
a shortage of direct service workers increased the risks for residents and workers
in nursing homes, the 12 million disabled and older individuals who rely on the
services of direct service professionals in their private homes,"* and both parties’
families, who are often living in poverty."* The need for meaningful supports will
only be expanded with post-pandemic increases in disability due to long-haul

COVID-19 symptoms, mental health challenges, and delayed health care services.

In order to sufficiently care for the current population and to better prepare for
the future of the United States, care infrastructure must be funded and expanded
throughout the life course; the minimum wage and social supports such as food
access must be increased; and infrastructure must be equitably invested in to cre-

ate resilient communities for all people.

The growth of the disability population

Disability is not uncommon in the United States. In 2018, the CDC estimated that
11in 4 people in the country have a disability."* Despite this, resources and sup-
ports are underfunded and understaffed. A 2018 analysis of the U.S. health work-
force by Mercer estimated that by 2025, there will be a shortage of 446,000 direct
service workers as well as nearly 100,000 lab and medical techs, 95,000 nursing
assistants, and 30,000 nurse practitioners.'*Even in 2018, prior to a pandemic that
overwhelmed the health care system, this shortage was of concern to maintaining

health care quality; and it has since contributed to increases in doctors and nurses
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leaving their jobs,'” with 8 percent of doctors closing their practices altogether
in 2020 —an estimated loss of 16,000 practices.' This reduction of health care
providers amid the pandemic only worsened the shortage.

Additionally, a recent study on COVID-19 cases showed that about one-third of
people with mild cases experienced at least one symptom that has lasted longer
than six months—a potential increase of millions of people with symptoms from
stroke to hypertension to fatigue.** The mental health toll of this pandemic and
long COVID-19 is also concerning.

Racial tensions arising from racist rhetoric and other factors have significantly
affected the mental health and well-being of Black, Latino, and Asian American
and Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities, particularly during the pandemic.
Recently, the extensive reporting around police violence against Black people has
resulted in countless protesters marching in the streets, with studies indicating
that the uptick in highly public anti-Black police violence has resulted in signifi-
cant mental health distress for this population.*' Asian Americans have also expe-
rienced an increase in mental health issues during the pandemic. According to
Stop AAPI Hate, an organization formed during the pandemic to track the grow-
ing number of anti-Asian incidents, there were 6,603 hate incidents against Asian
Americans from March 2020 to March 2021.%* As a result, anxiety, depression, and
PTSD symptoms have also increased in the Asian American population. Racist
rhetoric, particularly from the previous administration, helped catapult this anti-

Asian discrimination around the country.”?

With the CDC recently declaring racism a public health issue,** disparities faced by
communities of color need to be addressed. The mental health needs of AAPI, Black,
Indigenous, and other people of color cannot continue to be overlooked, and stigmas
regarding mental health should be considered. With mental health disability increas-
ing® and the health care system still lacking in mental health parity,® the United
States is spiraling toward an onslaught of needs with systems unfit to meet it.

There are several crises forming or growing concurrently. The potential increase in
long-term care needs for those with long COVID-19, coupled with the reduction
in health care professionals in a field already experiencing shortages, could lead to
additional strain in the future. Furthermore, a large aging population will con-
tinue to expand the need for accessible and integrated housing solutions as well as
increased health and care infrastructure. Finally, increases in wealth gaps, climate
disaster impacts, and migration will affect housing, income, and health stabil-

ity. If America’s systems were overwhelmed and unsuccessful in 2020, they most
certainly will be met with greater fatalities in future crises—unless permanent

changes are implemented.
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The tolls of segregated services and discrimination

Congregate settings, namely nursing homes and prisons, disproportionately saw
high rates of COVID-19 cases during the first few months of the pandemic. Many
of the residents living in long-term facilities already had preexisting medical con-
ditions, such as heart disease and chronic illnesses, increasing their susceptibility
to contracting—and dying from—the virus. Nursing homes also lacked sufficient
personal protective equipment (PPE) and had trouble procuring regular COVID-
19 testing for their residents and staff. Additionally, in states such as New York,
thousands of patients who tested positive for COVID-19 were sent back to nursing
homes to free up space in hospitals.”” However, the high death rates could have

been prevented; going forward, this population cannot be neglected.

Along with the lack of PPE in long-term care facilities, prisons also experienced
severe coronavirus outbreaks. According to a study published in July 2020, the
rate of inmates who were infected by COVID-19 was more than five times that of
the overall U.S. population.*® The insufficient number of individual spaces to quar-
antine inside prisons resulted in overcrowding and increased mortality. Inmates—
who are disproportionately people of color due to systemic racism*’—share
rooms, bathrooms, and dining spaces, making it incredibly difficult to accommo-
date social distancing. The recognition of incarcerated people as especially at-risk

resulted in demands for their prioritization in vaccine phases.*

There has also been inequitable resource access for disabled individuals during the
pandemic. Many of the websites used to sign up for vaccine appointments are not
fully accessible,* providing barriers to people who use screen readers, for exam-
ple. Additionally, some websites are hard to navigate, making the process more
confusing for people who have language barriers or limited access to technolo-
gy.** Physically getting to vaccination locations also proves to be an obstacle for
disabled people who do not drive. On top of this, in early vaccine rollouts, people
of color were less likely to have access to the vaccine due in part to the same or
similar practices of discrimination in public health that led to increased COVID-

19 deaths,** affecting those with intersecting identities of race and disability.

Overall, people with disabilities and their caregivers have been overlooked in vac-
cination rollout plans,** even though many are at high risk for COVID-19.% State-
and community-level efforts have attempted to cover populations that lacked

access, such as those unable to leave their homes.*® In addition, targeted measures
have helped increase access to the vaccine. Both indicate that better outcomes are

achievable and that adjustments can be made for future implementation.
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Massive impact should lead to massive response through change

Following a crisis, it is not unusual to make big changes to how the United States
functions. During the Great Depression, President Franklin D. Roosevelt created
the Works Progress Administration by executive order and created jobs for more
than 8.5 million people in eight years across numerous sectors.’” Specifically, the
GI Bill allowed 2.4 million veterans to purchase homes and nearly 8 million to
pursue additional training and education in roughly 10 years following World
War I1.°* In 2008, the GI Bill was amended again in the wake of 9/11: A number of
policy changes regarding safety, privacy, and foreign policy were adopted and are

still in place today.*’

Yet the failures expressed in America’s health care, schooling, and quality of life
have not been addressed in any permanent way since the coronavirus took more
than 600,000 lives and U.S. life expectancy declined by the largest margin since
the 1940s.*° The previous administration refused to take the necessary steps to
build resilient communities that could be better equipped to face current and
future crises. And the current administration has been hesitant and slow to use its

own bully pulpit, despite opportunities to do so.

Recommendations

Below are areas the United States must address to create a more equitable and

resilient nation throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and in future crises.

Care infrastructure

The United States must reimagine how it provides care, whether for children or
adults who need assistance. Funding has recently been set aside in the American
Rescue Plan (ARP) of 2021 that would allow for a reduction of the Medicaid
home- and community-based services (HCBS) waiver waitlist for housing and
lessen the number of residents in nursing homes.* However, the funding does
not meet the need for permanent and consistent funding for long-term services
and supports or for waiver programs in each state,* which must be expanded to
include increased compensation for direct care workers and permanent funding
for the Money Follows the Person program.* Paid family leave, universal health
care, and child care resources are also needed to allow for individuals already liv-
ing within their communities to join or rejoin the workforce, support their family,

and/or to adjust to the new reality of their lives.**

Equitable community investment
Wealthy neighborhoods have disproportionate access to services and goods. These
disparities create socially vulnerable neighborhoods where health and other out-

comes are negatively affected by social factors and regulatory choices in develop-
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ment.* Despite the public and personal health and economic benefits to shelter, as
well as the legal protection of the right for community living, housing has not been
established as a legally protected right in the United States. And unfortunately, the
recent infrastructure bill provides no funding for affordable housing maintenance

or construction.** While the Build Back Better Plan has pushed to provide funding
for subsidized housing, rental assistance, and improvements to public housing, the

agenda is still in negotiation.*

Mitigation of climate disasters

U.S. housing and infrastructure are at risk from not only disinvestment but also
climate disasters. Currently, 57 percent of all structures in the United States are in
a natural disaster hotspot,*® while the past several years have seen unprecedented
death and destruction from climate disasters, such as the recent deaths of hun-
dreds of people in Texas due to power outages.* These outcomes often have the
greatest impact on disabled people of color, who are at increased risk for loss of

utilities, damages, and death in these and other areas.*°

Robust social supports

Many parts of the United States are becoming increasingly unlivable financially.
From March to October 2020, there was a 60 percent increase in food pantry
usage.’' Moreover, with the end of the eviction moratorium, 4.2 million renters
said they are at risk of losing their homes in the next two months.*> Roughly 30
percent of the workforce makes less than $15 per hour,* with many also lacking
health care options, paid leave, retirement, and other benefits. It is imperative that
social programs, such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistant Program (SNAP),
renter protections and assistance, unemployment insurance, Social Security, and
disability insurance, are increased to better match need and align with the cost of

living in the United States.

The requirements to apply for disability benefits should also be reviewed to ensure
access for those needing it. Additionally, means testing and asset limits should be
reviewed, as they restrict the ability of people with disabilities and others to save

for emergency situations, creating more vulnerabilities in these populations.**
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Conclusion

Those directly affected by COVID-19 already comprise a large portion of the U.S.
population, but they are also a potentially growing segment. Not creating perma-
nent, bold policy, practice, and infrastructure changes that support the needs of
these populations will result in greater loss of life and a lack of preparedness when

the next crisis comes.

In the past decade, it has become increasingly irresponsible to ignore the signs

of vulnerability in the country’s structures and residents due to negligent and
slow-moving policy—that is, not investing in the social context in which people,
particularly marginalized populations, live. While these vulnerabilities were laid
bare by the coronavirus crisis, they exist beyond this pandemic. COVID-19 is not
the first or the last event that will overburden systems and create a sudden increase
in residents with disabilities, but policymakers and leaders can better prepare for
events to come. The United States must take significant steps now to be resilient

for the future.

Valerie Novack is a fellow with the Disability Justice Initiative at the Center for American
Progress. Kelly Moh is an intern with the Disability Justice Initiative at the Center.

The authors would like to thank all fact-checkers, reviewers, and others who helped

inform this piece.

7 Center for American Progress |



Endnotes

N

w

IS

v

o

~

oo

O

w

Kitty Cone, “Short History of the 504 Sit-in,” Disability
Rights Education & Defense Fund, available at https://
dredf.org/504-sit-in-20th-anniversary/short-history-of-the-
504-sit-in/ (last accessed July 2021).

Stephen Kaufman, “They abandoned their wheelchairs and
crawled up the Capitol steps,” ShareAmerica, March 12,
2015, available at https://share.america.gov/crawling-up-
steps-demand-their-rights/.

City of New York, “New York City Plan to Vaccinate Fully
Homebound New Yorkers” (New York: NYC Vaccine Com-
mand Center, 2021), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/
assets/coronavirus/downloads/vaccines/in-home-vaccina-
tion-plan.pdf.

U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Economic Impact Pay-
ments,” available https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/
coronavirus/assistance-for-american-families-and-workers/
economic-impact-payments (last accessed July 2021).

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, “Help for home-
owners and renters during the coronavirus national
emergency,” available at https://www.consumerfinance.
gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/ (last
accessed July 2021).

Zack Friedman, “8 Million Households Face Fore-
closure Or Eviction Next Week," Forbes, June 22,

2021, available at https://www.forbes.com/sites/
zackfriedman/2021/06/22/8-million-households-face-
foreclosure-or-eviction/?sh=5734d3394e6f.

Michael Ettlinger and Jordan Hensley, “COVID-19 Economic
Crisis: By State” (Durham, NC: University of New Hampshire
Carsey School of Public Policy: 2021), available at https://
carsey.unh.edu/COVID-19-Economic-Impact-By-State.

Michelle A. Williams, “COVID-19 and the Social Determi-
nants of Health,” Harvard Medical School Center for Prima-
ry Care, July 28, 2020, available at http://info.primarycare.
hms.harvard.edu/blog/covid-social-determinants-health.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Social Deter-
minants of Health: Know What Affects Health," available at
https://www.cdc.gov/socialdeterminants/about.html (last
accessed July 2021).

Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion,
“Healthy People 2030: Building a healthier future for all,”
available at https://health.gov/healthypeople (last ac-
cessed July 2021).

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Disparities in
Deaths: Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities,” available at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/
health-equity/racial-ethnic-disparities/disparities-deaths.
html (last accessed July 2021).

The New York Times, “Nearly One-Third of U.S. Coronavirus
Deaths Are Linked to Nursing Homes," available at https://
www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-
nursing-homes.html (last accessed July 2021).

National Association for Home Care & Hospice, “About
NAHC," available at https://www.nahc.org/about/ (last
assessed July 2021).

Milli Legrain, “Why do one in five home health aides live in
poverty?’, The Guardian, September 18, 2019, available at
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/sep/18/us-
healthcare-jobs-wages-women.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Disability Im-
pacts All of Us," available at https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/
disabilityandhealth/infographic-disability-impacts-all.html
(last accessed July 2021).

Parija Kavilanz, “The US can't keep up with demand for
health aides, nurses and doctors,’ CNN Business, May 4,
2018, available at https://money.cnn.com/2018/05/04/
news/economy/health-care-workers-shortage/index.html.

Center for American Progress | The ADA at 31

2

2

2

2

2

17 ANA Enterprise, “Year One COVID-19 Impact Assessment
Survey,available at https://www.nursingworld.org/
practice-policy/work-environment/health-safety/disaster-
preparedness/coronavirus/what-you-need-to-know/year-
one-covid-19-impact-assessment-survey/ (last accessed
July 2021).

18 The Physicians Foundation, “The Physicians Founda-
tion 2020 Physician Survey: Part 1”(2020), available at
https://physiciansfoundation.org/physician-and-patient-
surveys/2020physiciansurvey/.

19 Reed Abelson, “Doctors Are Calling It Quits Under Stress
of the Pandemic,” The New York Times, November 15, 2020,
available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/15/health/
Covid-doctors-nurses-quitting.html.

o

Claire Pomeroy, “A Tsunami of Disability Is Coming as a
Result of ‘Long COVID?’ Scientific American, July 6, 2021,
available at https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-
tsunami-of-disability-is-coming-as-a-result-of-Isquo-
long-covid-rsquo/; Joanne Lewsley, “What to know about
COVID-19 and stroke,” Medical News Today, April 28, 2001,
available at https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/
covid-19-and-stroke; Judy George, “Study Puts Numbers
to‘Long COVID' Duration, Prevalence,” Medpage Today,
February 19, 2021, available at https://www.medpageto-
day.com/infectiousdisease/covid19/91270.

David S. Curtis and others, “Highly public anti-Black vio-
lence is associated with poor mental health days for Black
Americans,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences
of the United States of America 118 (17) (2021), available at
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/17/e2019624118.

N

Russell Jeung and others, “Stop AAPI Hate: National
Report” (Stop AAPI Hate, 2021), available at https://stopaa-
pihate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Stop-AAPI-Hate-
Report-National-210506.pdf.

23 N'dea Yancey-Bragg, “Stop killing us': Attacks on Asian

Americans highlight rise in hate incidents amid COVID-19,"
USA Today, February 11, 2021, available at https://www.
usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/02/12/asian-hate-
incidents-covid-19-lunar-new-year/4447037001/.

24 Benjamin Din, “CDC declares racism ‘a serious public health

threat;” Politico, April 8,2021, available at https://www.
politico.com/news/2021/04/08/racism-public-health-
threat-480437.

v

Mental Health America, “The State Of Mental Health In
America” (Alexandria, VA: 2021), available at https://www.
mhanational.org/issues/state-mental-health-america.

26 Guin Becker Bogusz, “Health Insurers Still Don’t Adequately

Cover Mental Health Treatment,” National Alliance on
Mental lliness, March 13, 2020, available at https://www.
nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-Blog/March-2020/Health-Insurers-
Still-Don-t-Adequately-Cover-Mental-Health-Treatment.

27 Bernard Condon and Jennifer Peltz, “AP: Over 9,000 virus

patients sent into NY nursing homes,” Associated Press,
February 11,2021, available at https://apnews.com/article/
new-york-andrew-cuomo-us-news-coronavirus-pandemic-
nursing-homes-512cae0abb55a55f375b3192f2cdd6b5.

o<}

Brendan Saloner and others, “COVID-19 Cases and Deaths
in Federal and State Prisons,” JAMA 324 (6) (2020): 602-603,
available at https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/ful-
larticle/2768249.

29 Wendy Sawyer, “Visualizing the racial disparities in mass

incarceration,” Prison Policy Initiative, July 27, 2020, avail-
able at https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2020/07/27/
disparities/.

30 Jamiles Lartey, Michelle Pitcher, Keri Blakinger, “Should

Prisoners Get Covid-19 Vaccines Early?’, The Marshall
Project, December 3, 2020, available at https://www.
themarshallproject.org/2020/12/03/should-prisoners-get-
covid-19-vaccines-early.


https://dredf.org/504-sit-in-20th-anniversary/short-history-of-the-504-sit-in/
https://dredf.org/504-sit-in-20th-anniversary/short-history-of-the-504-sit-in/
https://dredf.org/504-sit-in-20th-anniversary/short-history-of-the-504-sit-in/
https://share.america.gov/crawling-up-steps-demand-their-rights/
https://share.america.gov/crawling-up-steps-demand-their-rights/
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/coronavirus/downloads/vaccines/in-home-vaccination-plan.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/coronavirus/downloads/vaccines/in-home-vaccination-plan.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/coronavirus/downloads/vaccines/in-home-vaccination-plan.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-american-families-and-workers/economic-impact-payments
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-american-families-and-workers/economic-impact-payments
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-american-families-and-workers/economic-impact-payments
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zackfriedman/2021/06/22/8-million-households-face-foreclosure-or-eviction/?sh=5734d3394e6f
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zackfriedman/2021/06/22/8-million-households-face-foreclosure-or-eviction/?sh=5734d3394e6f
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zackfriedman/2021/06/22/8-million-households-face-foreclosure-or-eviction/?sh=5734d3394e6f
https://carsey.unh.edu/COVID-19-Economic-Impact-By-State
https://carsey.unh.edu/COVID-19-Economic-Impact-By-State
http://info.primarycare.hms.harvard.edu/blog/covid-social-determinants-health
http://info.primarycare.hms.harvard.edu/blog/covid-social-determinants-health
https://www.cdc.gov/socialdeterminants/about.html
https://health.gov/healthypeople
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/racial-ethnic-disparities/disparities-deaths.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/racial-ethnic-disparities/disparities-deaths.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/racial-ethnic-disparities/disparities-deaths.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-nursing-homes.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-nursing-homes.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-nursing-homes.html
https://www.nahc.org/about/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/sep/18/us-healthcare-jobs-wages-women
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/sep/18/us-healthcare-jobs-wages-women
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/infographic-disability-impacts-all.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/infographic-disability-impacts-all.html
https://money.cnn.com/2018/05/04/news/economy/health-care-workers-shortage/index.html
https://money.cnn.com/2018/05/04/news/economy/health-care-workers-shortage/index.html
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/work-environment/health-safety/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus/what-you-need-to-know/year-one-covid-19-impact-assessment-survey/
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/work-environment/health-safety/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus/what-you-need-to-know/year-one-covid-19-impact-assessment-survey/
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/work-environment/health-safety/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus/what-you-need-to-know/year-one-covid-19-impact-assessment-survey/
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/work-environment/health-safety/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus/what-you-need-to-know/year-one-covid-19-impact-assessment-survey/
https://physiciansfoundation.org/physician-and-patient-surveys/2020physiciansurvey/
https://physiciansfoundation.org/physician-and-patient-surveys/2020physiciansurvey/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/15/health/Covid-doctors-nurses-quitting.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/15/health/Covid-doctors-nurses-quitting.html
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-tsunami-of-disability-is-coming-as-a-result-of-lsquo-long-covid-rsquo/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-tsunami-of-disability-is-coming-as-a-result-of-lsquo-long-covid-rsquo/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-tsunami-of-disability-is-coming-as-a-result-of-lsquo-long-covid-rsquo/
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/covid-19-and-stroke
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/covid-19-and-stroke
https://www.medpagetoday.com/infectiousdisease/covid19/91270
https://www.medpagetoday.com/infectiousdisease/covid19/91270
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/17/e2019624118
https://stopaapihate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Stop-AAPI-Hate-Report-National-210506.pdf
https://stopaapihate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Stop-AAPI-Hate-Report-National-210506.pdf
https://stopaapihate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Stop-AAPI-Hate-Report-National-210506.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/02/12/asian-hate-incidents-covid-19-lunar-new-year/4447037001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/02/12/asian-hate-incidents-covid-19-lunar-new-year/4447037001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/02/12/asian-hate-incidents-covid-19-lunar-new-year/4447037001/
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/04/08/racism-public-health-threat-480437
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/04/08/racism-public-health-threat-480437
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/04/08/racism-public-health-threat-480437
https://www.mhanational.org/issues/state-mental-health-america
https://www.mhanational.org/issues/state-mental-health-america
https://www.nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-Blog/March-2020/Health-Insurers-Still-Don-t-Adequately-Cover-Mental-Health-Treatment
https://www.nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-Blog/March-2020/Health-Insurers-Still-Don-t-Adequately-Cover-Mental-Health-Treatment
https://www.nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-Blog/March-2020/Health-Insurers-Still-Don-t-Adequately-Cover-Mental-Health-Treatment
https://apnews.com/article/new-york-andrew-cuomo-us-news-coronavirus-pandemic-nursing-homes-512cae0abb55a55f375b3192f2cdd6b5
https://apnews.com/article/new-york-andrew-cuomo-us-news-coronavirus-pandemic-nursing-homes-512cae0abb55a55f375b3192f2cdd6b5
https://apnews.com/article/new-york-andrew-cuomo-us-news-coronavirus-pandemic-nursing-homes-512cae0abb55a55f375b3192f2cdd6b5
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2768249
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2768249
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2020/07/27/disparities/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2020/07/27/disparities/
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/12/03/should-prisoners-get-covid-19-vaccines-early
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/12/03/should-prisoners-get-covid-19-vaccines-early
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/12/03/should-prisoners-get-covid-19-vaccines-early

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

2

w

4

@

(o)}

7

8

O

o

N

w

44

4

vl

Lauren Weber and Hannah Recht, “Covid Vaccine Websites
Violate Disability Laws, Create Inequity for the Blind,’ Kaiser
Health News, February 25, 2021, available at https://khn.
org/news/article/covid-vaccine-websites-violate-disability-
laws-create-inequity-for-the-blind/.

John Hopkins Medicine, “COVID-19 Story Tip: Expanded
Dashboard Tool Ranks Accessibility of State Vaccine
Websites,” April 21, 2021, available at https://www.hop-
kinsmedicine.org/news/newsroom/news-releases/covid-
19-story-tip-expanded-dashboard-tool-ranks-accessibility-
of-state-vaccine-websites.

Tiffany D. Joseph, “How the Vaccine Rollout Reveals
Another Failure of U.S. Public Health Infrastructure and
Implications for Marginalized Populations,” Footnotes 49
(2) (2021): 1-23, available at https://www.asanet.org/
news-events/footnotes/apr-may-jun-2021/features/how-
vaccine-rollout-reveals-another-failure-us-public-health-
infrastructure-and-implications.

Jessica Contrera, “People with disabilities desperately
need the vaccine. But states disagree on when they’ll get
it The Washington Post, January 13, 2021, available at
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/01/13/
disabled-coronavirus-vaccine-states/.

Andrew Pulrang, “Disabled People Are Waiting, Anxiously,
For Lifesaving Covid-19 Vaccinations,’ Forbes, January
31,2021, available at https://www.forbes.com/sites/
andrewpulrang/2021/01/31/disabled-people-are-waiting-
anxiously-for-lifesaving-covid-19-vaccinations/?sh=6d971
d3249b7.

City of New York, “New York City Plan to Vaccinate Fully
Homebound New Yorkers."

History, “Works Progress Administration (WPA)," available at
https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/works-
progress-administration (last accessed July 2021)

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, “Education and Train-
ing,"available at https://benefits.va.gov/gibill/history.asp
(last accessed July 2021).

Deepa lyer and Jayesh M. Rathod, “9/11 and the Trans-
formation of U.S. Immigration Law and Policy,” American
Bar Association, January 1, 2011, available at https://
www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_
rights_magazine_home/human_rights_vol38_2011/hu-
man_rights_winter2011/9-11_transformation_of_us_im-
migration_law_policy/.

Allison Aubrey, “The Pandemic Led To The Biggest

Drop In U.S. Life Expectancy Since WWII, Study Finds,”
NPR June 23, 2021, available at https://www.npr.
0rg/2021/06/23/1009611699/the-pandemic-led-to-the-
biggest-drop-in-u-s-life-expectancy-since-ww-ii-study-
fi#:~:text=Television-, The%20Pandemic%20Led%20
To%20The%20Biggest%20Drop%20In%20U.5.%20
Life,including%20Black%20and%20Hispanic%20people.

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, H.R. 1319, 117th Cong.,
1st sess. (March 11, 2021), available at https://www.con-
gress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319.

Andrew Donlan, “COVID-19’s Impact on the Home Health
Industry Is Still Unclear,” Home Health Care News, October
25,2020, available at https://homehealthcarenews.
com/2020/10/covid-19s-impact-on-the-home-health-
industry-is-still-unclear/.

Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services, “Money Fol-
lows the Person,” available at https://www.medicaid.gov/
medicaid/long-term-services-supports/money-follows-
person/index.html (last accessed July 2021).

Andres Vinelli and Christian E. Weller, “The Path to Higher,
More Inclusive Economic Growth and Good Jobs” (Wash-
ington: 2021), available at https://www.americanprogress.
org/issues/economy/reports/2021/04/27/498794/path-
higher-inclusive-economic-growth-good-jobs/.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “CDC’s Social
Vulnerability Index (SVI)," available at https://svi.cdc.gov/
Documents/FactSheet/SVIFactSheet.pdf (last accessed July
2021).

46 National Low Income Housing Coalition, “White House
Announces Agreement on Bipartisan Infrastructure Pack-
age with No Funding for Affordable Housing,” June 28,
2021, available at https://nlihc.org/resource/white-house-
announces-agreement-bipartisan-infrastructure-package-
no-funding-affordable?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscri
bers&utm_campaign=fadbfa8d17-memo_062821&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-fa9bfa8d17-
293268933&ct=t(memo_062821).

47 The White House, “FACT SHEET: How the Build Back Better

Plan Will Create a Better Future for Young Americans,”

Press release, July 22, 2021, available at https://www.

whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releas-

es/2021/07/22/fact-sheet-how-the-build-back-better-plan-
will-create-a-better-future-for-young-americans/.

48 Chrissy Sexton, “Nearly 60 percent of all U.S. structures

threatened by natural disasters,’ Earth.com, June 27, 2021,

available at https://www.earth.com/news/nearly-60-per-

cent-of-all-u-s-structures-threatened-by-natural-disasters/.

4

O

Justine Calma, “Go read this investigation into the
real death toll from the Texas freeze,"The Verge,

May 27,2021, available at https://www.theverge.
com/2021/5/27/22456856/deaths-undercount-texas-
freeze-power-outage.

5

o

Guillermo Ortiz and others, “A Perfect Storm: Extreme
Weather as an Affordable Housing Crisis Multiplier”
(Washington: Center for American Progress, 2019), avail-
able at https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/
reports/2019/08/01/473067/a-perfect-storm-2/.

5

Sharon Cohen, “Millions of hungry Americans turn to
food banks for 1st time,” Associated Press, December 7,
2020, available at https://apnews.com/article/race-and-
ethnicity-hunger-coronavirus-pandemic-4c7f1705c6d8ef-
5bac241e6cc8e331bb.

52 Samantha Batko and Amy Rogin, “The End of the National
Eviction Moratorium Will Be Costly for Everyone,” Urban
Institute, June 24, 2021, available at https://www.urban.
org/urban-wire/end-national-eviction-moratorium-will-
be-costly-everyone.

53 Andrew Van Dam, “Fewer Americans are earning less
than $15 an hour, but Black and Hispanic women make
up a bigger share of them,” The Washington Post, March
3,2021, available at https://www.washingtonpost.com/
business/2021/03/03/15-minimum-wage-black-hispanic-
women/.

54 Azza Altiraifi, “A Deadly Poverty Trap: Asset Limits in the
Time of the Coronavirus” (Washington: Center for Ameri-
can Progress, 2020), available at https://www.american-
progress.org/issues/disability/news/2020/04/07/482736/
deadly-poverty-trap-asset-limits-time-coronavirus/.

Center for American Progress | The ADA at 31


https://khn.org/news/article/covid-vaccine-websites-violate-disability-laws-create-inequity-for-the-blind/
https://khn.org/news/article/covid-vaccine-websites-violate-disability-laws-create-inequity-for-the-blind/
https://khn.org/news/article/covid-vaccine-websites-violate-disability-laws-create-inequity-for-the-blind/
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/newsroom/news-releases/covid-19-story-tip-expanded-dashboard-tool-ranks-accessibility-of-state-vaccine-websites
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/newsroom/news-releases/covid-19-story-tip-expanded-dashboard-tool-ranks-accessibility-of-state-vaccine-websites
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/newsroom/news-releases/covid-19-story-tip-expanded-dashboard-tool-ranks-accessibility-of-state-vaccine-websites
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/newsroom/news-releases/covid-19-story-tip-expanded-dashboard-tool-ranks-accessibility-of-state-vaccine-websites
https://www.asanet.org/news-events/footnotes/apr-may-jun-2021/features/how-vaccine-rollout-reveals-another-failure-us-public-health-infrastructure-and-implications
https://www.asanet.org/news-events/footnotes/apr-may-jun-2021/features/how-vaccine-rollout-reveals-another-failure-us-public-health-infrastructure-and-implications
https://www.asanet.org/news-events/footnotes/apr-may-jun-2021/features/how-vaccine-rollout-reveals-another-failure-us-public-health-infrastructure-and-implications
https://www.asanet.org/news-events/footnotes/apr-may-jun-2021/features/how-vaccine-rollout-reveals-another-failure-us-public-health-infrastructure-and-implications
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/01/13/disabled-coronavirus-vaccine-states/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/01/13/disabled-coronavirus-vaccine-states/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewpulrang/2021/01/31/disabled-people-are-waiting-anxiously-for-lifesaving-covid-19-vaccinations/?sh=6d971d3249b7
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewpulrang/2021/01/31/disabled-people-are-waiting-anxiously-for-lifesaving-covid-19-vaccinations/?sh=6d971d3249b7
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewpulrang/2021/01/31/disabled-people-are-waiting-anxiously-for-lifesaving-covid-19-vaccinations/?sh=6d971d3249b7
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewpulrang/2021/01/31/disabled-people-are-waiting-anxiously-for-lifesaving-covid-19-vaccinations/?sh=6d971d3249b7
https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/works-progress-administration
https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/works-progress-administration
https://benefits.va.gov/gibill/history.asp
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/human_rights_vol38_2011/human_rights_winter2011/9-11_transformation_of_us_immigration_law_policy/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/human_rights_vol38_2011/human_rights_winter2011/9-11_transformation_of_us_immigration_law_policy/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/human_rights_vol38_2011/human_rights_winter2011/9-11_transformation_of_us_immigration_law_policy/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/human_rights_vol38_2011/human_rights_winter2011/9-11_transformation_of_us_immigration_law_policy/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/human_rights_vol38_2011/human_rights_winter2011/9-11_transformation_of_us_immigration_law_policy/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319
https://homehealthcarenews.com/2020/10/covid-19s-impact-on-the-home-health-industry-is-still-unclear/
https://homehealthcarenews.com/2020/10/covid-19s-impact-on-the-home-health-industry-is-still-unclear/
https://homehealthcarenews.com/2020/10/covid-19s-impact-on-the-home-health-industry-is-still-unclear/
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/long-term-services-supports/money-follows-person/index.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/long-term-services-supports/money-follows-person/index.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/long-term-services-supports/money-follows-person/index.html
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/economy/reports/2021/04/27/498794/path-higher-inclusive-economic-growth-good-jobs/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/economy/reports/2021/04/27/498794/path-higher-inclusive-economic-growth-good-jobs/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/economy/reports/2021/04/27/498794/path-higher-inclusive-economic-growth-good-jobs/
https://svi.cdc.gov/Documents/FactSheet/SVIFactSheet.pdf
https://svi.cdc.gov/Documents/FactSheet/SVIFactSheet.pdf
https://nlihc.org/resource/white-house-announces-agreement-bipartisan-infrastructure-package-no-funding-affordable?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=fa9bfa8d17-memo_062821&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-fa9bfa8d17-293268933&ct=t(memo_062821)
https://nlihc.org/resource/white-house-announces-agreement-bipartisan-infrastructure-package-no-funding-affordable?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=fa9bfa8d17-memo_062821&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-fa9bfa8d17-293268933&ct=t(memo_062821)
https://nlihc.org/resource/white-house-announces-agreement-bipartisan-infrastructure-package-no-funding-affordable?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=fa9bfa8d17-memo_062821&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-fa9bfa8d17-293268933&ct=t(memo_062821)
https://nlihc.org/resource/white-house-announces-agreement-bipartisan-infrastructure-package-no-funding-affordable?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=fa9bfa8d17-memo_062821&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-fa9bfa8d17-293268933&ct=t(memo_062821)
https://nlihc.org/resource/white-house-announces-agreement-bipartisan-infrastructure-package-no-funding-affordable?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=fa9bfa8d17-memo_062821&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-fa9bfa8d17-293268933&ct=t(memo_062821)
https://nlihc.org/resource/white-house-announces-agreement-bipartisan-infrastructure-package-no-funding-affordable?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=fa9bfa8d17-memo_062821&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-fa9bfa8d17-293268933&ct=t(memo_062821)
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/22/fact-sheet-how-the-build-back-better-plan-will-create-a-better-future-for-young-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/22/fact-sheet-how-the-build-back-better-plan-will-create-a-better-future-for-young-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/22/fact-sheet-how-the-build-back-better-plan-will-create-a-better-future-for-young-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/22/fact-sheet-how-the-build-back-better-plan-will-create-a-better-future-for-young-americans/
https://www.earth.com/news/nearly-60-percent-of-all-u-s-structures-threatened-by-natural-disasters/
https://www.earth.com/news/nearly-60-percent-of-all-u-s-structures-threatened-by-natural-disasters/
https://www.theverge.com/2021/5/27/22456856/deaths-undercount-texas-freeze-power-outage
https://www.theverge.com/2021/5/27/22456856/deaths-undercount-texas-freeze-power-outage
https://www.theverge.com/2021/5/27/22456856/deaths-undercount-texas-freeze-power-outage
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2019/08/01/473067/a-perfect-storm-2/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2019/08/01/473067/a-perfect-storm-2/
https://apnews.com/article/race-and-ethnicity-hunger-coronavirus-pandemic-4c7f1705c6d8ef5bac241e6cc8e331bb
https://apnews.com/article/race-and-ethnicity-hunger-coronavirus-pandemic-4c7f1705c6d8ef5bac241e6cc8e331bb
https://apnews.com/article/race-and-ethnicity-hunger-coronavirus-pandemic-4c7f1705c6d8ef5bac241e6cc8e331bb
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/end-national-eviction-moratorium-will-be-costly-everyone
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/end-national-eviction-moratorium-will-be-costly-everyone
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/end-national-eviction-moratorium-will-be-costly-everyone
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/03/03/15-minimum-wage-black-hispanic-women/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/03/03/15-minimum-wage-black-hispanic-women/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/03/03/15-minimum-wage-black-hispanic-women/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/disability/news/2020/04/07/482736/deadly-poverty-trap-asset-limits-time-coronavirus/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/disability/news/2020/04/07/482736/deadly-poverty-trap-asset-limits-time-coronavirus/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/disability/news/2020/04/07/482736/deadly-poverty-trap-asset-limits-time-coronavirus/

