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The United States must properly resource the global LGBTI movement 
as it works to support, model, and encourage other countries to do 
the same.

The U.S. government continues to support LGBTI movement work through 
resources from the State Department, USAID, and the Global Equality Fund 
(GEF). However, the United States must increase its funding and be more trans-
parent about that work. According to the Global Philanthropy Project’s “2017-
2018 Global Resources Report,”66 the U.S. government reported awarding $11.1 
million in grants focused on LGBTI communities and $7.6 million awarded 
through the GEF as of the period ending after 2014. While funding—in close con-
sultation with in-country partners—has continued, U.S. attention to resourcing 
movement work and its importance to U.S. foreign policy has not. America cannot 
encourage other countries to support the dignity and rights of LGBTI people 
around the world if it is not modeling those same actions at home.

For the United States to properly promote the rights of LGBTI people globally, the 
administration must understand how domestic and foreign policies are intricately 
related. Equally important, the administration must aspire to expand the rights 
and humanity of LGBTI people at home and abroad.
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As the United States has previously shown, it can be a global leader when it comes 
to promoting and protecting the human rights, dignity, and inclusion of LGBTI 
people by closely collaborating with like-minded allies. By holding governments 
accountable when they fall short, supporting civil society organizations and lead-
ers, responsibly leading through multilateral institutions and global public health 
agencies, respecting a more humane immigration system, and leading by example 
at home, the United States can once again assume the mantle of global leadership.

The past four years have dealt a serious blow to U.S. credibility on these and many 
other issues, and the years ahead will show whether or not this is a temporary set-
back and if the international system can still look to the U.S. government for support 
and moral leadership. If the United States continues on this downward spiral, its 
current nationalistic, isolationist, and self-defeating policies will represent the nadir 
of U.S. engagement with the world. Instead, America must make a decisive break 
for a better path forward—one that prioritizes the human rights and inclusion of all 
people—and ultimately have the clarity of purpose to lead with humility and focus.

Conclusion
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