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The Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact is recognized globally as 
a model for regional climate planning. Leaders from the four compact counties—
Broward, Miami-Dade, Monroe, and Palm Beach—are part of a growing number of 
officials across the country who have committed to fighting climate change.1 These 
leaders are working to secure a prosperous and healthy future for county residents. They 
recognize that they must curb pollution by transitioning away from fossil fuels to clean 
and renewable energy, as well as upgrade community and economic infrastructure to 
withstand more intense and frequent extreme weather trends.

In December 2017, the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact released 
an improved version of its Regional Climate Action Plan (RCAP 2.0), which includes 
new recommendations to increase social equity and reduce climate change threats in 
low-income areas and communities of color.2

What is the Southeast Florida RCAP 2.0?
• The RCAP 2.0 updates the original RCAP, launched in 2012.3 It is designed as a tool for 

local leaders in the four-county region, including the leaders of more than 100 munici-
palities, to implement coordinated actions to curb greenhouse gas emissions and prepare 
communities for a new norm of more extreme weather events fueled by climate change.

• The RCAP 2.0 will help Southeast Florida’s leaders reduce the economic, public health, 
and societal risks of rising sea levels; hotter heat waves; and more intense and frequent 
storms, particularly in communities where historic inequities exacerbate these risks.

Social equity is a new, essential focus of the RCAP 2.0 
• The RCAP 2.0 substantially expands and strengthens the climate solutions presented in 

the 2012 RCAP, including important social equity and racial justice recommendations. 
These additions aim to help leaders in the four-county region reduce climate change 
threats while tackling the historic racial and economic inequities that put low-income 
areas and communities of color most at risk from pollution and a changing climate.4
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• Communities of color and low-income areas are disproportionately exposed to heat, 
flooding, and pollution risks—meaning extreme weather events often hit them hard-
est.5 In a region where city streets flood even on sunny days, and in the wake of the 
record-breaking 2017 hurricane season, local leaders recognize that they have little 
time to waste.6

 – Climate change threats exacerbate and multiply historic inequities that exist in low-
income areas and communities of color. Recent economic booms have left many 
residents of Southeast Florida behind, meaning that they do not have the financial 
stability to safely weather more intense storms, heat, and floods.7 And many com-
munities of color were purposefully sidelined by 20th century development deci-
sions resulting in economic and racial segregation, making it particularly difficult for 
communities without targeted policies and resources to build local economies that 
are just and resilient to climate change.8 

 – Low-income areas and communities of color are particularly vulnerable to the 
effects of extreme weather because they are often located in or near flood-prone 
areas, heat islands—urban neighborhoods where concrete and asphalt surfaces 
absorb and radiate heat, producing temperatures that are warmer than average—or 
toxic waste sites. They are also often overburdened by disproportionately high air 
and water pollution.9 

• The new Social Equity section of the RCAP 2.0 makes important policy, infrastructure-
planning, and community engagement recommendations for local leaders, such as:10

 – Make equity an “integral part of policy making at every level of government” and 
a key objective when “developing plans, budgets, and in prioritizing and designing 
climate projects.” 

 – “Prioritize investments in infrastructure that enable economic mobility, health, and 
safety,” such as green infrastructure and transit that is accessible from affordable 
housing, schools, and community spaces.11

 – Effectively engage communities, remove barriers to participation, and support 
community leadership in planning processes related to preparedness and  
infrastructure design. 

• The RCAP 2.0 also includes social equity and racial justice recommendations in other 
chapters of the plan, such as: 

 – Public Health: Assess indoor heat exposure in low-income households that may not 
have access to air conditioning or the ability to pay for air conditioning. 
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 – Energy and Fuel: Increase accessibility to “energy efficiency solutions for  
limited-income families” and renewable energy financing options for homeowners  
and communities.12

 – Sustainable Communities and Transportation: Require development planning 
to support pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit services. Maximize existing transit 
services through route expansion and regular maintenance; assessing and enforcing 
safety solutions for pedestrians and transit accessibility; and basic improvements, 
such as providing real-time transit arrival information; providing adequate seating 
at transit stops; and planting trees to provide shade for pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
passengers at transit access points.13

 – Agriculture: Address heat exposure risks posed by rising temperatures on agricul-
ture and farm workers.14

 – Natural Systems: Reduce heat island effects, flood, and pollution risks by expanding 
tree canopy “in low-income areas and communities of color where the existing tree 
canopy is disproportionately sparse.”15 

• These improvements were informed by the June 2017 South Florida Climate Change 
Equity Solutions Summit hosted by The CLEO Institute, Catalyst Miami, and the 
Center for American Progress, as well as years of grassroots advocacy to ensure that 
Southeast Florida’s climate change policies are equitable and reduce economic, public 
health and safety threats in under-resourced communities.16

Climate change disproportionately threatens Southeast Florida  
communities and economies
• In 2017, Hurricane Irma caused an estimated $50 billion in damage and 97 deaths 

nationwide, with the worst effects occurring in Florida.17 Global and national trends 
show that extreme weather events are increasing in frequency and intensity. In 
2017, the most destructive extreme weather events across the country—including 
hurricanes Irma and Maria—caused more than $300 billion in damage, setting a 
new annual record.18 While upper-income households often have the resources to 
rebuild relatively quickly in the wake of such disasters, it can take years for low- and 
moderate-income households to rebuild—if they are able to do so at all.19

• Sea level around Southeast Florida is projected to rise from 6 to 10 inches above 
1992 levels by 2030, increasing flood risks and the need for resilient infrastructure 
and housing. Nuisance floods—small, frequent floods that can block roads and cre-
ate other hazardous conditions—have outsized impacts on working people when 
they are forced to spend limited funds or go into debt to meet flood recovery costs; 
when places of employment close; or when commutes become physically impossible. 
By 2035, numerous Southeast Florida communities could flood an average of twice 
per month.20 Without serious action to reduce greenhouse gas pollution from fossil 
fuel use, the sea level around Southeast Florida could rise more than 5 feet by 2100.21
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• Credit rating agencies and insurance companies such as Moody’s and Swiss Re are 
increasingly warning that without action to reduce greenhouse gas pollution and build 
climate resilience, coastal cities will face critical financial risks including default, loss of 
insurance, and credit downgrades.22 

• Without rigorous action to safeguard their economies and growing populations from 
climate change impacts, Broward, Miami-Dade, Monroe, and Palm Beach counties 
could experience damages as high as 11.2 percent, 11.3 percent, 7.4 percent, and 8.5 
percent of their gross domestic products, respectively, by the end of the century.23 

In the face of increasingly dangerous climate change and extreme weather trends, the 
RCAP 2.0 serves as an important guide to local leaders as they shape policies and 
actions to build safer, healthier, and more prosperous communities. 
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