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Federally mandated concealed-carry legislation would override existing state laws
regarding who may carry loaded, concealed guns in the community and would force
states to allow individuals to carry guns who are not qualified to do so under their own
laws. This extreme legislation is a dangerous encroachment on individual state efforts to
protect public safety that would effectively nullify duly enacted state laws and hamper

law enforcement efforts to prevent gun violence.

Race to the bottom
States with the weakest requirements for allowing people to carry concealed, loaded

guns in the community would now set the national standard.

* Each state currently sets its own standards regarding who is eligible to carry con-
cealed guns in the community. State laws on eligibility for carry permits vary
widely—some states have enacted strict eligibility and training requirements and
provide discretion to the issuing authority, while others impose few restrictions on

who can carry a concealed gun.

States that have taken the most lax approach to concealed weapons permitting would
effectively set the national standard, allowing individuals with no safety training, with
violent misdemeanor convictions, or with a demonstrated history of drug or alcohol

abuse to legally carry concealed, loaded guns in every state in the country.
* This legislation would undermine the strong laws currently in force in many states:

— 39 states and the District of Columbia require some form of safety training before a
permit can be issued, including 25 states that require live fire training.

— 28 states bar convicted stalkers from obtaining concealed weapons permits.

— 27 states bar individuals with multiple DWI convictions from obtaining concealed

weapons permits.'
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* The most extreme version of this legislation would mean that residents of states that
do not require any permit to carry concealed guns would be able to carry without a

permit in any other state in the country.

— As of January 2017, 10 states allow residents to carry concealed guns

without a permit.*

Overriding state efforts to protect public safety

State laws governing eligibility for carry permits will be effectively nullified, and states
will be unable to control who is legally entitled to carry a concealed gun within their
borders. This federal law would force states to honor permits issued by other states that

have substantially weaker standards.

* Mandated concealed carry would also undermine state laws regarding who is eligible
to possess guns in a state. This legislation would allow some people who are not eli-
gible even to possess guns under the law of a state to carry them loaded and concealed

in the community.

States would also be vulnerable to the poor administrative systems in other states that

erroneously allow potentially dangerous people to have concealed weapons permits.

— A 2007 investigation revealed that Florida mistakenly issued concealed weapons
licenses to thousands of ineligible individuals, including 1,400 people convicted ...
of felonies, 216 people with open warrants, and 128 people subject to domestic Endnotes

violence restraining orders.’
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