
1 Center for American Progress | Nevada Gun Violence

FACT SHEET

Nevada Gun Violence
January 28, 2016

Nevada’s gun death rates are among the worst in the nation

• In Nevada, a person is killed with a gun every 20 hours.1

• Nevada is among the deadliest states for gun violence. From 2005 to 2014, Nevada 
had the 10th-highest rate of gun deaths of any state, with a rate of 14.7 gun deaths for 
every 100,000 people. This rate was 44 percent higher than the national average.2

• Nevadans are particularly at risk for gun-related suicides. Nevada had the fifth-
highest rate of gun suicides in the country from 2005 to 2014: 10.3 gun suicides per 
100,000 people.3 

• Nevada is one of the 21 states where gun deaths exceed motor vehicle-related deaths.4

Women in Nevada face an extraordinarily high risk of fatal domestic violence, 
driven by the presence of firearms

• Nevada is among the deadliest states for women in terms of gun-related homicides. 
Between 2003 and 2012, Nevada had the eighth-highest rate of gun murders of women.5

• Women in Nevada are murdered with guns at a rate 38 percent higher than the 
national average. This stands in stark contrast with men in Nevada, who are murdered 
with guns at a rate 3 percent lower than the national rate.6

• 40 percent of homicides of Nevada women are committed by an intimate partner, and 
firearms are used in approximately 50 percent of these cases.7 

Nevada has some of the nation’s weakest gun laws

• The Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence gave Nevada an “F” for the strength of its 
gun laws in 2015.8

• This organization gave Nevada 16.5 out of the possible 100 points on its 2015  
state rankings.9 
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Weak laws make Nevada a favorite state for illegal gun traffickers to  
purchase guns

• Nevada had the nation’s fourth-highest rate of crime-gun exports—guns sold in 
Nevada that are later used in crimes in other states—from 2012 to 2014. 10 

• The state had a rate of interstate crime-gun trafficking that was almost two times 
higher than the national average from 2012 to 2014.11 

• Many of these crime guns end up in California, a neighboring state with stronger gun 
laws. The number of guns originally sold in Nevada that were later recovered in crimes 
in California increased 94 percent between 2006 and 2013.12 

Polls show Nevada residents strongly support commonsense measures to 
prevent gun violence 

• A 2014 poll found that 78 percent of Nevada voters supported requiring a background 
check for every gun sale.13  

Nevada had the fourth-

highest rate of crime-gun 

exports to other states from 

2012 to 2014.16 

Nevadans overwhelmingly 

support universal 

background checks.17Endnotes

 1 Center for American Progress analysis of Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, “Injury Prevention & Control: Data 
& Statistics (WISQARS): Fatal Injury Data,” available at http://
www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/fatal.html (last accessed Janu-
ary 2016). 

 2 Ibid.

 3 Ibid.

 4 Violence Policy Center, “Gun Deaths Outpace Motor Vehicle 
Deaths in 21 States and the District of Columbia in 2014” 
(2016), available at http://www.vpc.org/studies/gunsvs-
cars16.pdf. 

 5 Chelsea Parsons, Eugenio Weigend, and Lauren Speigel, 
“In the Crosshairs, How Gun Violence Affects Women in 
Nevada” (Washington: Center for American Progress and 
ProgressNow Nevada, 2015), available at https://cdn.
americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/
NevadaGuns-brief.pdf. 

 6 Ibid.

 7 Ibid.

 8 Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, “2015 Gun Law State 
Scorecard,” available at http://smartgunlaws.org/scorecard/ 
(last accessed January 2016). 

 9 Personal communication from Garrett McDonough, com-
munications director, Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, 
December 21, 2015. 

 10 Center for American Progress analysis of Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, “Firearms Trace Data 
- 2014,” available at https://www.atf.gov/about/firearms-
trace-data-2014 (last accessed October 2015); Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, “Firearms Trace 

Data - 2013,” available at https://www.atf.gov/about/fire-
arms-trace-data-2013 (last accessed October 2015); Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, “Firearms Trace 
Data - 2012,” available at https://www.atf.gov/about/fire-
arms-trace-data-2012 (last accessed October 2015). In order 
to obtain the rate, the authors used 2012–2013 population 
data from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “In-
jury Prevention & Control: Data & Statistics (WISQARS): Fatal 
Injury Data.” For the 2014 population, the authors used the 
same population as 2013. The authors only used 2012–2014 
data because ATF provides the number of traced firearms to 
all states during those years, not just the top source states, 
as was the agency’s previous practice.

 11 Ibid. 

 12 Everytown for Gun Safety, “Gun Violence and Background 
Checks in Nevada,” August 27, 2015, available at http://
everytownresearch.org/gun-violence-and-background-
checks-in-nevada/#foot_note_anchor_5. 

 13 Public Policy Polling, “Nevada Survey Results” (2014), 
available at https://cdn.americanprogressaction.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/01/NevadaResults12214.pdf. 

 14 Center for American Progress analysis of Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, “Injury Prevention & Control: Data & 
Statistics (WISQARS): Fatal Injury Data.” 

 15 Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, “2015 Gun Law State 
Scorecard.”

 16 Center for American Progress analysis of Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, “Firearms Trace Data - 
2014”; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
“Firearms Trace Data - 2013”; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives, “Firearms Trace Data – 2012.”

 17 Public Policy Polling, “Nevada Survey Results.” 

78%

http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/fatal.html
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/fatal.html
http://www.vpc.org/studies/gunsvscars16.pdf
http://www.vpc.org/studies/gunsvscars16.pdf
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/NevadaGuns-brief.pdf
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/NevadaGuns-brief.pdf
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/NevadaGuns-brief.pdf
http://smartgunlaws.org/scorecard/
https://www.atf.gov/about/firearms-trace-data-2014
https://www.atf.gov/about/firearms-trace-data-2014
https://www.atf.gov/about/firearms-trace-data-2013
https://www.atf.gov/about/firearms-trace-data-2013
https://www.atf.gov/about/firearms-trace-data-2012
https://www.atf.gov/about/firearms-trace-data-2012
https://cdn.americanprogressaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/NevadaResults12214.pdf
https://cdn.americanprogressaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/NevadaResults12214.pdf

