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Gun violence and gun crime are prevalent in Maine.
• In Maine, 113 people were killed in gun-related violence in 2010, or one every three
days.1
• Gun deaths in Maine numbered 1,054 over ten years (2001-2010), just 653 less than
the number of US combat deaths over the course of the war in Afghanistan.2
Maine’s gun safety ratings are weak.
• Maine receives an ‘F’ grade for its gun laws from the Law Center to Prevent Gun
Violence.3
• Maine’s gun laws currently do not require a background check for private firearm
sales.4
With weak gun laws, Maine is a source state for guns later used in crimes in other states.
• As of 2011 Maine’s rate of submitting mental health records to the federal database—
which are used in background checks to deny dangerous people from getting guns—
is almost nonexistent: Maine submits 2.6 mental health records for every 100,000
residents, compared to the national average of 379.3 mental health records per
100,000.5
• In 2009, 233 guns originally purchased in Maine were recovered at crime scenes in
other states.6
The National Rifle Association has been extremely generous to politicians in Maine that
try to protect the status quo.
• In Maine, the NRA’s political action committee has spent over $137,200 on state
legislative elections since 2002. By contrast, Maine Citizens Against Handgun
Violence has spent $9,228 since 2002.7
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Polls show Maine residents strongly support common sense gun violence prevention
measures.
• Maine residents overwhelmingly support universal background checks – 85 percent
of Maine residents want every gun buyer to pass a criminal background check.8
Why gun violence prevention laws could make a difference in Maine”
• In January 2010, twenty-five-year old Portland man, Darien Richardson, was
murdered during a home invasion. The police were able to trace the murder weapon,
a .45 caliber handgun, to a Maine gun show, but because the gun was sold there in a
private transfer, the police declared it a cold case. “There’s no documentation, no bill
of sale, no background check,” said Portland Police Chief Michael Sauschuck.9
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Questions? Email us at guns@americanprogress.org.
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