
Letter to President Trump from Public Health Experts and Professionals 	
on ACA Repeal

Dear President Trump,

This week your administration will file a brief in California v. Texas in support of overturning the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA). The Department of Justice is aiding this lawsuit – which several conservative 
legal scholars, who support ACA repeal, believe is baseless – at your personal direction. We write as pub-
lic health experts and professionals who are gravely concerned about the effects this lawsuit would have, 
if successful, during the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, still on the rise in many states across the US, 
making prospects for control of the pandemic unlikely in the short-term.

An estimated 20 million people would lose coverage if the ACA is repealed by legislation or overturned 
by court order. However, in the last few months, millions more Americans have lost their jobs and 
employer coverage, and many of these people are now eligible for ACA coverage and can rely on this 
critical safety net.

This health coverage is even more vital during a pandemic. To slow spread of the virus, it is essential that 
people who may have been exposed to SARS-CoV2 get tested promptly, self-isolate and seek medical 
attention if symptoms worsen. If individuals who are uninsured believe that they will incur significant 
financial costs by engaging with their health care professionals, they may delay or forgo testing for the 
virus for themselves and their families, as well as needed medical care if they get seriously ill. It doesn’t 
matter if the federal government covers the costs of testing—many news reports have been widely cir-
culated about the unexpected bills uninsured individuals have received for medical care associated with 
COVID-19. Thus, being uninsured is a disincentive to seek testing and care, working against our collec-
tive efforts to combat this pandemic.

Many people who develop COVID-19 require intensive and long-term medical care. This is true for the 
most serious cases in the elderly and those with underlying medical conditions, who may suffer lung 
scarring, heart damage, and neurological and mental health effects, even after recovery from acute ill-
ness. However, those experiencing milder forms of the disease may also have protracted, major health 
consequences. All of these individuals, numbering in the hundreds of thousands now, will require expert 
medical care and those who are uninsured will again be dissuaded from seeking the care they need or 
facing financial ruin if they take the steps to ensure their long-term health and wellness. Being uninsured 
in this context may make the difference between life and death, not just in the short-term but for years as 
the lingering effects of SARS-CoV2 continue in our communities.

Front-line essential workers have been the heroes of the pandemic, putting their lives on the line to allow 
the basic necessities of life to continue for the rest of us. From nursing homes to supermarkets, from 
drug stores to online retail warehouses, these people have been working through the pandemic to ensure 
all Americans have access to vital services we require and they deserve our support now. The ACA has 
covered millions of people who would not otherwise have insurance; importantly, it has provided cover-
age to many essential workers who are not covered by their employer. If the Supreme Court effectively 
overturns the ACA with your assistance, imperiling the health insurance of the millions who have risked 
their lives for the rest of us during this pandemic, it will be a cruel thanks for their sacrifice.



You have stated that “We want to terminate health care under Obamacare.” This would strip health cover-
age from millions of people in the midst of a once-in-a-century pandemic, driving people away from the 
health care and public health systems that are key to containing SARS-CoV2. Should you succeed, it will 
mean that fewer people will get tested, more will spread the virus; those who get sick will have to choose 
between their health and financial ruin; and more people will die.

We the undersigned therefore respectfully request that you instruct the Department of Justice to reverse 
its position and defend the ACA in California v. Texas.

Sincerely,
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Linda Cushman
Associate Dean and Professor, Columbia University 
Mailman School Public Health

Mahalia Desruisseaux 
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School of Public Health

Sarah Gollust
Associate Professor, University of Minnesota School 
of Public Health

Gregg Gonsalves 
Assistant Professor, Yale School of Public Health 
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UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital, San Francisco

Regina Langhout
Professor, UC Santa Cruz

Marguerita Lightfoot
Professor, UCSF

Jennifer Lin-Nguyen, MD
Southern California Permanente Medical Group

Julissa López, MD
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Co-Chair, Psychotherapy Action Network (PsiAN)

Dr. Janice Muhr, PhD
PsiAN Advocacy
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