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cancer causing
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prevent it.

FACTS ON

HPV

How are HPV and cervical cancer connected?

- Chronic infection of Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is the
leading cause of cervical cancer — in fact, two strains (16
and 18) cause|70% of cervical cancer.’

- Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer Killer
among women worldwide, killing almost 300,000 women
every year. | Half a million new cases occur each year
around the globe.2

- Cervical cancer strikes close to 14,000 American women
each year® and causes almost 4.000 deaths annually in the
u.s.#

How is HPV transmitted?

- Genital HPV is most often transmitted through sexual
contact, although it can also be transmitted by any intimate
skin-to-skin contact.

- People can be carriers of genital HPV without even realizing
it because in most cases there are no symptoms. In over
90 percent of cases, HPV infections are harmless and

disappear without treatment.®

Who has HPV?

- Atleast 20 million people in the U.S. are currently infected
with genital HPV, and around half of all sexually active
women between 18 and 22 will become infected.®

- Over 630 million people are infected with HPV worldwide.”

Who is most affected by cervical cancer?

- All women are at risk for cervical cancer, but certain groups
are affected disproportionately.

- Not even half of women of color have received recent
screenings for cervical cancer.®

- Latinas have double the rate of incidence of cervical cancer
as non-Latina whites.®

- Viethamese American women have the highest rate
of cervical cancer for any racial or ethnic group in the
country.°

- The African American mortality rate continues to be more
than double that of whites and Latinas."

- Women in the global south rarely have access to Pap
smears, the primary screening tool used to diagnose
cervical cancer. As a result, they account for 85% of the
deaths from cervical cancer."

What about the recently announced vaccines?

- Merck and GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) have developed two
new anti-cancer vaccines that prevent persistent infections
with the HPV strains that lead to cervical cancer.

- The two new vaccines are highly effective — virtually
100 percent in recent trials — in protecting women from
persistent infection of HPV strains 16 and 18, the major

causes of cervical cancer."

- The vaccines produce the strongest immune responses in
girls ages 10-15."

- The Merck vaccine has already been submitted to the FDA
for approval and the GSK vaccine will be submitted for
approval in Europe and elsewhere later this year.

- ltis estimated that the vaccines could cost $200 or more
per three-shot series -- a significant cost and logistical
challenge for many families.'®
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