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36 U.S. soldiers 
killed; 
370 wounded1

200 Iraqi security 
forces killed2

307 Iraqi civilians 
killed3

52 U.S. soldiers 
killed; 
595 wounded

199 Iraqi security 
forces killed 

283 Iraqi civilians 
killed

80 U.S. soldiers 
killed; 
571 wounded

259 Iraqi security 
forces killed 

653 Iraqi civilians 
killed

78 U.S. soldiers 
killed; 
508 wounded

296 Iraqi security 
forces killed 

497 Iraqi civilians 
killed

54 U.S. soldiers 
killed; 
477 wounded

304 Iraqi security 
forces killed 

625 Iraqi civilians 
killed

85 U.S. soldiers 
killed; 
537 wounded

282 Iraqi security 
forces killed 

1,494 Iraqi civilians 
killed

49 U.S. soldiers 
killed; 
544 wounded

233 Iraqi security 
forces killed 

710 Iraqi civilians 
killed

68 U.S. soldiers 
killed; 
311 wounded

190 Iraqi security 
forces killed 

254 Iraqi civilians 
killed

3/01: General John 
Abizaid, Commander, 
U.S. Central Command: 
“…I don’t think that 
they’re [the insurgency] 
growing.  I think that 
they’re desperate…”4 

3/17: General Richard 
Myers, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff: “I came away 
more positive than I’ve 
ever been – I think 
we’re getting some 
momentum built up 
against the insurgency.”5 

4/26: Gen. Myers: 
“I think we are 
winning.  Okay?  I 
think we’re defi nitely 
winning.  I think we’ve 
been winning for some 
time.”6

4/29: Maj. Gen. 
William Webster, 
Jr., Commander, 3rd 
Infantry Division: “We 
think the insurgency 
is weakening over 
time.  Some of these 
attacks appear to be 
very spectacular and 
well-coordinated, but, 
in fact, are not...”7

5/13: Colonel Joseph 
DiSalvo, Commander 
of 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, US Army: 
“[T]here’s a lot of 
progress being made.  
What we’re seeing is 
the terrorists are in 
desperation.”8  

5/23: Col. DiSalvo: 
“By the end of the 
summer, the terrorists 
will be captured, dead 
or, in the least, severely 
disrupted…”9   

5/30: Vice President 
Dick Cheney: “[T]he 
level of activity that 
we see today, from a 
military standpoint, 
I think will clearly 
decline.  I think they’re 
in the last  throes, 
if you will, of the 
insurgency.”10

6/27: Scott McClellan, 
White House Press 
Secretary: “I think we 
have a clear strategy 
for success [in Iraq]….
and there is great 
progress being made on 
the ground….We are 
succeeding and we will 
succeed...”11

6/27: Gen. Casey: 
“Iraq slowly gets 
better every day…. 
[T]he terrorists and 
insurgents.…will not 
succeed.”12

6/28: President Bush: 
“The progress in the 
past year [in Iraq] has 
been signifi cant, and 
we have a clear path 
forward.”13 

7/21: Assistant 
Secretary of Defense 
Peter Rodman: “And 
the fact that they [the 
insurgency] have failed 
with repeated violence 
to derail or slow down 
or disrupt the political 
process is an important 
indicator of – I think – 
of their failure.”14   

7/27: General George 
Casey, Commander 
of the Multinational 
Forces in Iraq: 
“Insurgencies need 
to progress to survive 
and this insurgency is 
not progressing.  What 
you’re seeing is a change 
in tactics for more 
visible attacks against 
civilians, and that’s a 
no-win strategy for the 
insurgency.”15

8/03: President Bush: 
“These terrorists and 
insurgents…will fail….
We have a strategy 
for success in Iraq….
As Iraqis stand up, 
Americans and 
coalition forces will 
stand down.  And we’re 
making progress.  More 
and more Iraqi units 
are more and more 
capable of defending 
themselves.”16 

8/28: President Bush: 
“As democracy in Iraq 
takes root, the enemies 
of freedom, the 
terrorists, will become 
more desperate...”17

9/15: Major General 
Rick Lynch, chief 
military spokesman in 
Iraq: “We believe we 
are experiencing great 
success against the 
most crucial element of 
the insurgency, which 
is the terrorists and 
the foreign fi ghters.…
Zarqawi is on the 
ropes.”18   

9/29: Gen. Casey:   
“[The insurgency is] 
failing in Iraq.… [W]e 
are more relentless in 
our progress than those 
who seek to disrupt it.  
We have a strategy and 
a plan for success in 
Iraq, and we’re broadly 
on track in achieving 
our goals.”19

10/02: Gen. Abizaid: 
“[A]s long as politics 
continues to move in 
the direction that it 
appears to be moving 
and the Iraqi security 
forces continue to 
move in the direction 
that they’re moving, 
the insurgency doesn’t 
have a chance for 
victory.”20 

10/19: Secretary of 
State Condoleezza 
Rice: “Time and time 
again, people are 
coming now to support 
for Iraq….[W]e have 
made signifi cant 
progress.”21
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