|

Foreign Policy”

The Terrorism Index

A Survey of U.S. National Security Experts
on the War on Terror



About the Survey

= Conducted March 8 — April 21, 2006

= 116 leading national security experts,
Including former Secretary of State, National
Security Advisor, CIA Director, and retired
top commanders of the U.S. military

= \Weighted to give equal proportions of
liberals and conservatives
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Winning the War on Terror?
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World: More Dangerous
for the United States
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Single Greatest Threat to U.S.

National Security
I

Nuclear materials 26

WMDs 21

Islamicism, Al Qaeda, jihadists 17

Terrorism 15

Bush administration, Intelligence failures,

unilateralism 14

Iraq war and Middle East conflict 9

Economic decline 5

Iran 4
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Most Likely Method of Future
Terrorist Attacks in the U.S.
| | |

Suicide bombing attack

Attack on major infrastructure

Attack with radiological weapons/dirty bombs

Cyberattack

Attack on chemical manufacturing or nuclear
power plant

Attack using chemical weapon

Attack using biological weapon

Attack using nuclear weapon
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Top Motivating Factors for

Terrorists

Extremist religious beliefs

Governments/rulers in Middle East

Opposition to U.S. policy in Israeli-
Palestinian conflict

Opposition to U.S. policies in Iraq

Opposition to U.S. cultural and economic
domination

Rejection of American dem. values

They are evil
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Critical Elements in Winning War
on Terror

Rejection of extremism

Stable governments in Irag and Afghanistan

Democratic governments in Muslim world

No major terrorist attack in the U.S. for five
years

Capturing or killing Al Qaeda leaders

Capturing or killing Usama Bin Ladin

Israeli-Palestinian peace
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Rating U.S. Government on
National Security Areas (0-10)

Responding to global natural disasters 5.9

Military readiness 5.4

Combating terrrorist networks 4.7

Relations with Europe 4.2

Intelligence 4.1

Homeland security 34

Nuclear non-proliferation 34

War in Iraq 12.7

Public diplomacy 1.8




Rating U.S. Government
Effectiveness (0-10)

NSA | | 5.2
State Department _ 4.8
USAID | 4.6
CIA _ 4.4
Defense Department | 4.4
Dir. of National Intelligence _ 3.9
National Security Council | 3.5
Dept. of Homeland Security _ 2.9




U.S. Government Should Give
Higher Priority to:

Reducing
dependence on 82
foreign oil

Improving
intelligence 76
capabilities

Strengthening the
UN and other 68
Institutions

Stopping nuclear
proliferation (lran 68
and NK)
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U.S. Government Should Give
Higher Priority to:

Reducing dependence on foreign oil |82

Improving intelligence capabilities |76

Strengthening the UN and other institutions | 68

Stopping nuclear proliferation (Iran and NK) |68

Strengthening homeland security | 65

Increasing dev. assistance to Muslim countries |61

Withdrawing troops from Iraq gradually | 58

Cutting off funding for international terrorists | 52

Killing or capturing terrorist leaders |37

Increasing the capability and size of military |30

Promoting democracy in Muslim countries |29
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Favor Funding Increase:

State, USAID,
Millennium
Challenge Corp.

DHS/ homeland
security
functions

Intelligence
agencies

DOD/ military
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