


96  Center for American Progress  |  Fear, Inc.

about the number of American Muslims who might be terrorists, saying: “Let’s 
say it’s half a percent of the U.S. population. That’s being generous. What’s that 
number? What is the number of Islamic terrorists, 1 percent? I think it’s closer 
to 10 percent.”86

In February, one of Beck’s guests was Joel Richardson, the apocalyptic author of 
the book The Islamic Antichrist. Richardson was on the show to discuss “Islam’s 
Mahdi, the Antichrist, the Middle East and Bible prophecy.” According to 
Richardson, the “Antichrist” will be a Muslim and Islam will be Satan’s “primary 
vehicle” to usher the end of times.87

Levin, Fischer, and Gaffney

Then there’s Mark Levin, who hosts the syndicated radio program “The Mark 
Levin Show.” Levin has frequently contributed legal opinions to “The Rush 
Limbaugh Show” and “The Sean Hannity Show,” where Hannity nicknamed him 

“The Great One.”88 Levin, age 54, is the fourth most popular radio host in America, 
averaging more than 8.5 million listeners weekly.89 Levin joins the line-up of talk 
show hosts giving the microphone to biased voices against Islam, such as Zudhi 
Jasser, who repeated talking points and conspiracy theories that the Park51 com-
munity center in New York City is an example of Islamic extremism that seeks to 

“create Islamic states.”90

The religious right boasts virulent anti-Muslim radio host Bryan Fischer, the 
director of issues analysis for the American Family Association and host of 

“Focal Point” on American Family Radio. Fischer is also a blogger for the AFA-
sponsored blog Rightly Concerned.91 Some of Fischer’s rants are filled with raw 
hate. For instance, he says that Muslim Americas have no First Amendment 
rights,92 are stupid due to inbreeding,93 and should be deported and halted from 
immigrating to this country.94 Fischer also supports banning mosques.95

Fischer adds his voice to the chorus of those who insist that “President Obama 
cannot possibly be a Christian.”96 He is adamant in his belief that practicing 
American Muslims cannot adopt American “values,” and says we should “only 
admit to our shores those who will strengthen our nation and assimilate them-
selves into it, adopting our flag, our history, our heroes, and our values. This is 
something that devout Muslims simply cannot do.”97
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Frank Gaffney has influence not only through his think tank and his Big Peace98 
blog, but also through his radio show, “Secure Freedom Radio.” Promising to “find 
innovative ways to secure our homeland from threats, foreign and domestic,” the 
show promotes the usual anti-Muslim conspiracy theories and beats the drum 
against the impending threat of Sharia.99

Last November Gaffney invited Rep. Michele Bachmann to discuss ways to fight the 
impending onslaught of Sharia in America.100 That same month, he invited then-
Rep.-elect Allen West, of Florida’s 22nd district, to examine “whether or not the new 
Congress will get right on the threat posed by Sharia.”101 In June, Gaffney invited 
David Yerushalmi to talk about the threat of Sharia infiltrating American courts.102

The right-wing mainstream news enablers of Islamophobia 

Fox News has one of the biggest and most influential megaphones in TV news.103 
It uses this megaphone to amplify anti-Muslim alarmist threats and conspiracy 
theories on a regular basis.  Virtually all the leading Islamophobia players have made 
recurring appearances on popular Fox News programs, such as “Hannity,”104 “The 
O’Reilly Factor,”105 and “Fox & Friends.”106 The cable news network also featured 
former Speaker of the House of Representatives Newt Gingrich as a commentator, 
which he uses to promote his increasingly Islamophobic opinions, such as his call for 
curbs on freedom of speech to keep terrorists from spreading their message after six 
imams were mistakenly removed from a Minneapolis flight in 2006.107

On these shows, players echo one another’s warnings and repeat with serious cer-
tainty the same threats they warned about on radio shows and in blogs, newspa-
pers, online magazines, and more. Their staple threats include: Muslims imposing 
Sharia in America, Muslims establishing a global caliphate, Muslims engaging in 
homegrown jihad, and Muslims infiltrating President Obama’s administration to 
promote dangerous Islamist agendas.

Gingrich in particular has made Sharia law his hobby horse. In September last 
year, for example, he told the audience at a Value Voters Summit in Washington, 
D.C., “We should have a federal law that says sharia law cannot be recognized by 
any court in the United States.” Such a law will let judges know, Gingrich went 
on, that “no judge will remain in office that tried to use sharia law.”108 These words 
prompted a standing ovation from the crowd.
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Gingrich, age 68, is helping shift this once-fringe conspiracy about Sharia into the 
mainstream. He’s doing so not just by spouting the network’s talking points but 
also by endorsing their products: For instance, Gingrich narrated the fearmon-
gering documentary “America at Risk,” produced by the conservative Citizens 
United Productions, which warns of the threat of Sharia and Islamic extremism 
infiltrating America.109 Unsurprisingly, the documentary features Center for 
Security Policy’s Frank Gaffney. Gingrich screened the movie at David Horowitz’s 
Restoration Weekend in November 2010.110 

 Gingrich’s rhetoric has escalated to levels to where it is no longer logically consis-
tent. In March, Gingrich bizarrely worried aloud that his two children would grow 
up in a “secular atheist country, potentially dominated by radical Islamists,” sug-
gesting that the country would be simultaneously run by Islamists and atheists.111

Sadly, these scare tactics are working. It is not surprising that when alarmist 
threats are repeated with enough frequency through multiple outlets to millions 
of people with no rebuttal by like-minded leaders, that those threats become 
conventional wisdom. And so, the nonpartisan Public Religion Research Institute 
found in a recent poll that there was a strong correlation between holding errone-
ous views about Muslims and Islam and watching Fox News.112 These are correla-
tive, not necessarily causative findings, but they are striking.

Specifically, the poll found that: 

•	 Americans who most trust Fox News are more likely to believe that Muslims 
want to establish Sharia law, have not done enough to oppose extremism, and 
believe investigating Muslim extremism is a good idea.113 

•	 Nearly twice as many Republicans as Democrats believe that Muslims want to 
establish Sharia law in America, 31 percent to 15 percent. One-third of white 
evangelical Christians believe this compared to 20 percent of white protestants 
and 22 percent of white Catholics.114 

•	 More than three-quarters of those who most trust Fox News believe that Rep. 
Peter King’s congressional hearings on Muslim radicalization were a good idea, 
compared to just 45 percent of those who most trust CNN, and 28 percent of 
those who most trust public television.115

Gingrich bizarrely 

worried aloud that 

his two children 

would grow up in 

a “secular atheist 

country, potentially 

dominated by 

radical Islamists.”



The right-wing media enablers of anti-Islam propaganda  |  www.americanprogress.org  99

The Christian Broadcasting Network

The Christian Broadcasting Network has less national influence than Fox News, 
but great influence among conservative religious viewers. CBN is a powerful 
amplifier of anti-Muslim views to Christian audiences, promoting in some cases 
even more extreme views than Fox News. 

Multimillionaire televangelist Pat Robertson founded the network in 1961, and 
since then has promoted wild claims against Muslims and Islam. On his “700 
Club” TV show, Robertson compared Muslims to Nazis and called Islam “a vio-
lent political system bent on the overthrow of the governments of the world and 
world domination.”116 Robertson recently joined the anti-Sharia forces, asking, 

“Why can’t we speak out against an institution [Islam] that is intent on dominating 
us and imposing Sharia law and making us part of a universal Caliphate?”117 

Another on-air personality at the Christian Broadcasting Network is Erick 
Stakelbeck, who hosts a show, “Stakelbeck on Terror.”118 Stakelbeck once worked 
as a senior writer and analyst at Steven Emerson’s Investigative Project on 
Terrorism,119 and he uses his show to repeat Emerson’s fear-mongering claims, 
including quoting Emerson and using misinformation from his organization.120 
In June, Stakelbeck invited Frank Gaffney and Lt. Gen. William G. “Jerry” Boykin 
onto his show to discuss “Sharia’s Threat to America.”121 

In June 2003, while in uniform, Lt. Gen. Boykin violated Department of 
Defense regulations by publicly stating that the military was recruiting a “spiri-
tual army” to fight Islam,122 and that Muslims hated America. He also bragged 
that his God was “a real God” while the Muslim God was “an idol.”123 

Not surprisingly, Frank Gaffney appeared on Bryan Fischer’s American Family 
Association radio show to defend the general when he was reprimanded by the 
military. Gaffney claimed that Boykin “clearly put his finger on the truth when 
he said his God is bigger than the god of Islam.”124 Gaffney later appointed 
Boykin as a “Team Leader” and co-author of his organization’s report, “Sharia: 
The Threat To America.”125 
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National Review	

National Review is a biweekly magazine founded in 1955 by influential conserva-
tive William F. Buckley Jr. It calls itself “America’s most widely read and influential 
magazine and website for conservative news, commentary, and opinion.”126 While 
National Review speaks to a more mainstream conservative audience than many of 
the media outlets described in this chapter, it also features writers and articles that 
raise alarmist warnings and threats about Muslims and Islam, though often in less 
apocalyptic language. 

The magazine publishes Andrew McCarthy, the author of The Grand Jihad: How 
Islam and the Left Sabotage America and co-author of the Center for Security 
Policy’s report on the threat of Sharia to America. In his columns for the magazine, 
McCarthy perpetuates claims of a Sharia threat.127

National Review also publishes pieces by Daniel Pipes in the magazine and on the 
website. In  1990 Pipes wrote: “Western European societies are unprepared for 
the massive immigration of brown-skinned peoples cooking strange foods and 
maintaining different standards of hygiene…All immigrants bring exotic customs 
and attitudes, but Muslim customs are more troublesome than most.”128 

The Washington Times and the Clarion Fund

Then there is The Washington Times—a conservative daily newspaper and website 
created by Sun Myung Moon, founder of the Unification Church.129 The Washington 
Times promotes socially and politically conservative views and often features mem-
bers of the Islamophobia network profiled in this report.130 Despite its small reader-
ship, The Washington Times punches well above its weight in the national media 
because many of the views it raises and voices it carries are picked up by media out-
lets with powerful megaphones, such as Fox News and conservative talk-radio shows, 
helping spread anti-Muslim messages into the larger public sphere. The Washington 
Times, for example, helped promote a flawed study about U.S. mosques written by 
David Yerushalmi.131 The newspaper’s editorial page added to attacks against Park51 
in August of 2010.132 And columnists from The Washington Times have contributed 
to the myth that President Obama is a Muslim.133

The Clarion Fund is a New York City-based nonprofit organization that aims “to 
educate Americans about issues of national security” by focusing on “the threats 
of Radical Islam.”134 The organization was founded by Canadian-Israeli film pro-
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ducer and Rabbi Raphael Shore.135 Although very little is known about its funding 
sources,136 evidence suggests that Chicago businessman Barre Seid may have con-
tributed $17 million to the Clarion Fund to help bankroll the production and dis-
semination of the inflammatory anti-Muslim movie, “Obsession: Radical Islam’s 
War on the West.” The film “reveals an ‘insider’s view’ of the hatred the Radicals 
are teaching, their incitement of global jihad, and their goal of world domination,” 
according to the movie’s own website.137 During the 2008 presidential campaign, 
28 million DVDs of the movie were sent to 28 swing states.138 In addition, the film 
was cited in Breivik’s manifesto.139

The Clarion Fund also produced a documentary, “The Third Jihad,” narrated by 
Zudhi Jasser and briefly used to train NYPD officers on counterterrorism. After 
seeing the video, a police officer said, “It was so ridiculously one-sided. It just 
made Muslims look like the enemy. It was straight propaganda.”140

How the anti-Muslim media work together

These right-wing media outlets play a major role in pushing out a playlist of 
nonexistent Sharia threats, Islamic takeovers of the world, extremist Muslim 
infiltration into society and government, and more.  As we demonstrate in the 
next chapter of this report, politicians at the national, state, and local levels rely 
on these media enablers to spread their anti-Muslim messages to conservative 
grassroots and religious-right groups, helping them to raise campaign funds and 
get voters to the polls. 

By taking extreme anti-Islam views from fringe blogs to radio shows all the way 
to national television shows, anti-Muslim voices and views gain legitimacy and 
credibility. In Chapter 2 of this report, we detailed how a network of anti-Muslim 
forces created a set of false facts to raise a national controversy over the establish-
ment of a Muslim community center in lower New York City—the so-called 
Ground Zero mosque. Here we detail the way in which the Islamophobia net-
work’s media outlets so successfully manufactured hysteria surrounding the com-
munity center in the summer of 2010.

Pamela Geller introduced the controversy on December 8, 2009, in her blog, 
Atlas Shrugs.141 Within two weeks Geller was calling the community center the 

“mosque at Ground Zero,” even though it was not a mosque and was not located at 
Ground Zero.142 
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Interestingly, Fox News was not initially opposed to the project. On Dec. 21, 
2009, Fox News host Laura Ingraham invited Daisy Khan, the wife of Imam Feisal 
Abdul Rauf, one of the center’s lead organizers, to discuss the proposed commu-
nity center. Ingraham said, “I can’t find many people who really have a problem 
with it.” She added, “I like what you’re trying to do.”143

Even so, Geller continued to manufacture hysteria around the center and its 
alleged proximity to Ground Zero. At a May 2010 Tea Party convention in 
Tennessee, Geller called the center “the ultimate flag of conquest” and “a shrine to 
the very ideology that inspired the jihadist attacks at Ground Zero.”144 A few days 
later, she posted “Vote on Mega Mosque at Ground Zero” on her blog.145

Geller claimed the Park51 organizers planned to “leverage” the mosque’s proxim-
ity to Ground Zero to proselytize and “grow the Muslim community.”146 She also 
said that Imam Rauf “embraced” Sharia, which she described as “brutal policies 
that discriminate against women, gays, and religious minorities.”147

Throughout the summer, the Islamophobia network was amplifying Geller’s 
accusations and pushing them out via radio shows and other outlets. On his radio 
show in August, Glenn Beck called the Park51 center “the 9-11 mosque.”148 That 
same month, Rush Limbaugh told millions of listeners that the community center 
was a “recruiting tool for foreign extremists,” and a “victory monument at Ground 
Zero.”149 And Geller went on Hannity’s Fox News show to declare the center a 

“provocative mega mosque” that aimed to “trample on the grief of 9-11 families 
and all Americans.150

Islamophobia leaders added to the frenzy, appearing on mainstream TV news 
channels to hold forth about the community center. Brigitte Gabriel, founder of 
ACT! for America, did her part  when she appeared on Sean Hannity’s Fox News 
show and said the center was a “project to advance Islam” and a “slap in the face.” 
Gabriel also claimed that the “Muslim world operates on symbols, everything 
has to be symbolic. And this—they chose this place in particular because of the 
symbol it represents to the Arabic world.”151
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In December 2010, well after the summer had ended and plans for the community 
center were being revised, Frank Gaffney went on Fox News and scolded the net-
work for underestimating the threat of “stealth jihad” that mosques were introducing 
in America. Gaffney linked the “Ground Zero Mosque” to his favorite threat, Sharia, 
claiming that “a mosque that is used to promote a seditious program, which is what 
Sharia is…that is not a protected religious practice, that is in fact sedition.”152

This example of how the Islamophobia network’s leaders and media enablers 
turned a local zoning case into a national controversy provides a reason as to why 
many right-wing politicians are so eager to parrot anti-Muslim attacks: They raise 
funds and get conservative voters to the polls. But as we show in the next chapter 
of this report, political opportunism is not the only reason for the popularity of 
Islamophobia among some politicians on the right.
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Chapter 5
The political players

The success of the Islamophobia network in tarring Islam and all Muslims with 
calculated misinformation would not be possible without the individuals and 
their organizations profiled in earlier chapters. Messages can spread far and wide 
because of the small but effective groups of funders and think tanks, right-wing 
grassroots and religious groups, and their right-wing media enablers on cable TV, 
radio, and the Internet. 

But the ability of this tightly knit network to drench the public with misinformation 
is greatly enhanced by elected officials at the state and national level—politicians who 
push these myths as “facts” and then craft political fundraising campaigns and get-
out-the-vote strategies based on debunked information about Muslims and Islam.  

Here is one illustration of the network in action: Rep. Peter King (R-NY) held 
congressional hearings this spring on the alleged threat of Muslim extremism in the 
United States, parroting the debunked claim that 80 percent of mosques in America 
are radical. Rep. King is a hero to many anti-Muslim bigots. In 2010 he received the 
annual American for National Security Patriot Award from Brigitte Gabriel’s activist 
group, ACT! for America. Accepting the award, Rep. King expressed gratitude for 
the group’s support, saying, “We are engaged in a brutal war with a brutal enemy, the 
enemy of Islamic terrorism.”1

Across the country, anti-Muslim grassroots groups and individuals promote elected 
officials like Rep. King. These officials in turn endorse and push into mainstream 
discourse a steady supply of manufactured “facts” that are basically talking points 
that come from a few “experts.”  

This chapter focuses on the elected officials and political leaders who play a key role 
in reaching the public with deeply misinformed or completely untrue stories about 
Islam and Muslims. As we will demonstrate, this select group of politicians relies on  
a familiar handful of “experts”—and employs three basic strategies that harness the 
power of the political pulpit to shift public opinion:
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•	 Elected officials and political leaders promote anti-Muslim messages through 
legislative actions, legislative oversight hearings, and electoral debates. Many of 
these efforts make the news.

•	 They launch fundraising appeals and campaign commercials based on the mis-
conceptions and myths about Islam.

•	 They appear on like-minded media outlets and at conferences to repeat their 
talking points and argue their case.

Let’s first take a look at how the following elected representatives at the state and 
national level use these strategies with undeniable success. Then we’ll look at 
how this well-honed political meme is likely to be put in play in the 2012 elec-
tions. Here are the key players profiled in this chapter—men and women who 
are misdirecting the public debate about Islam in Congress and in State Houses 
across the country:

•	 Rep. Peter King (R-NY)
•	 Rep. Sue Myrick (R-NC)
•	 Rep. Paul Broun (R-GA) 
•	 Rep. Allen West (R-FL)
•	 Rep. Renee Ellmers (R-NC)
•	 Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN)

Let’s examine each of them in turn. 

Rep. Peter King (R-NY)

Ten-term congressman Peter King is chairman of the Select Committee on 
Homeland Security in the House of Representatives. Years ago, King defended 
terrorism when the perpetrators were members of the Irish Republican Army. King 
claimed that the IRA was a “legitimate force” fighting the British.2

More recently, King has become known for casting suspicion on entire Muslim 
American communities.3 In March, he held congressional hearings titled “Extent 
of Radicalization in the American Muslim Community and that Community’s 
Response.” Rep. King’s singular targeting of the Muslim community ignores the 
facts. For instance, research shows that the majority of terrorist plots in America 
since 9/11 have been committed by non-Muslims, particularly right-wing extremists 
and white supremacists.4 In fact, Rep. King gives away his bias with his own state-
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ments. “There are too many mosques in this country,” he said in a 2007 interview 
with Politico. “There are too many people sympathetic to radical Islam. We should be 
looking at them more carefully and finding out how we can infiltrate them.”5

Many law enforcement officials, counterterrorism professionals, civil rights 
organizations, and interfaith leaders called Rep. King’s hearings misguided. 6 

And a veteran’s group, VoteVets.org, issued a statement saying that Rep. King was 
not doing any favors for the troops with his hearings.7 Mayor Jack O’Reilly Jr. of 
Dearborn, Michigan, which has one of the country’s largest Arab and Muslim 
populations, cautioned that Rep. King’s hearings ignored the threat of extremism 
from non-Muslim groups.8 

Aided by false facts, skewed studies, and talking points that came from several of 
the experts and scholars profiled in Chapter 2 of this report, Rep. King used the 
hearings to promote debunked myths about Muslim American communities. He 
relied on Steven Emerson for many of his outlandish claims. Using Emerson as 
his source, Rep. King insisted that “80 to 85 percent of mosques in this country 
are controlled by Islamic fundamentalists. I’ll stand by that number of 85 percent. 
This is an enemy living amongst us.”9

When Rep. King was questioned by Sean Hannity about this assertion, he said, 
“I can get you the documentation on that from experts in the field. Talk to a 
Steve Emerson, talk to a [Daniel] Pipes, talk to any of those. They will tell you. 
It’s a real issue.”10 Emerson, though, is infamous for prematurely declaring that 
the Oklahoma City bombing was committed by Muslims even before the FBI or 
Oklahoma City Police Department had any leads.11 The actual culprit, Timothy 
McVeigh, was a white supremacist.12

Tainted witnesses

One of the most influential witnesses at Rep. King’s hearings was Zuhdi Jasser, 
the founder of the American Islamic Forum for Democracy who was profiled on 
page 56 of this report. In addition to Jasser, Rep. King invited other misinforma-
tion experts to testify at the hearings, but he had to withdraw invitations to some 
because of their extremist views. One of those dropped was Walid Phares, a 
Lebanese Christian, after his history with the Lebanese Forces, a Christian militia, 
was uncovered.13 Phares is popular among those in the Islamophobia network 
for his view that “jihadists within the West pose as civil rights advocates” and 
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patiently recruit until “[a]lmost all mosques, educational centers, and socioeco-
nomic institutions fall into their hands.”14

Although he didn’t get to testify at the hearings, Phares did participate in an anti-
Muslim webinar conference in 2009 sponsored by ACT! for America. The confer-
ence was called “Radical Islam’s Threat to America,” and was aimed at elected 
officials who are “concerned about the rising threat of radical Islam and what can 
and must be done to defeat this threat.”15 Other conference participants included 
Frank Gaffney, Nonie Darwish, and Brigitte Gabriel.

Immediately after Rep. King’s hearings, Gaffney hit the airwaves to praise the 
congressman. “The real story is that Mr. King began a conversation about an issue 
that has long been deemed politically untouchable,” Gaffney said, adding that 
through the hearings, the congressman established that there is, indeed, a problem 
of ‘extremism’ within the American Muslim community.”16 

The claim that 80 percent of mosques in America are radicalized was debunked 
during the King hearings. Even so, anti-Muslim bigots continued to pump life 
into it. For instance, David Yerushalmi, author of the “anti-Sharia” legal template 
discussed in Chapter 2 of this report, released a study in June17 that repeated the 
claim. The study was published by Middle East Forum Quarterly, a journal on 
Middle Eastern affairs founded by Daniel Pipes and released through his think 
tank, the Middle East Forum. Yerushalmi’s study was condemned by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center.18

And to make the connection complete, Rep. King is one of the members  of the 
Coalition to Honor Ground Zero, which urges supporters to take “a public stand 
either opposing the [Park51 Community Center] or calling for a halt in the 
building of the Ground Zero Mosque until there has been a thorough review of 
the facts.”19 The coalition’s website, stopthe911mosque.com, is registered to Frank 
Gaffney’s Center for Security Policy.20 

Rep. Sue Myrick (R-NC)

Rep. Sue Myrick is an eight-term term congresswoman from the 9th congressional 
district surrounding the city of Charlotte, North Carolina—a large metropoli-
tan area that includes six mosques. In January 2007, Rep. Myrick claimed to be 
concerned that President George W. Bush and other officials were not taking the 
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threat of “Islamofacism infiltration” seriously enough—and so she founded the 
Anti-Terrorism Caucus. 

Today, she is a leading opponent of Muslims and Islam on the Hill. During the 
King hearings, she correctly noted that “there are no buildings on K Street with 
‘Muslim Brotherhood’ in the lobby directory,” but then went on to claim that “this 
allows the Muslim Brotherhood to muddy the water when it comes to foreign 
funding and influence and to hide behind groups that have plausible deniability of 
their involvement with the Brotherhood when necessary.”21 Rep. Myrick even saw 
a threat posed by the number of Muslims running convenience stores throughout 
the United States.22 

Relying on the network

Rep. Myrick relies heavily on the views and talking points of the misinforma-
tion experts profiled in Chapter 2. Indeed, she wrote the foreword for a con-
spiratorial book, Muslim Mafia: Inside the Secret Underworld That’s Conspiring 
to Islamize America. According to Muslim Mafia, Muslim spies have posed as 
interns and infiltrated Capitol Hill with an Islamist agenda.23 The book’s author, 
David Gaubatz, at one time directed David Yerushalmi’s Society of Americans 
for National Existence, a group that proposed criminalizing those who practice 
Sharia with a 20-year jail sentence. 

Frank Gaffney’s Center for Security Policy funded research for the book.24 And 
Gaubatz’s son spent six months in 2008 as an intern at the Washington, D.C. 
offices of the Council on American-Islamic Relations, or CAIR, pretending to be 
a Muslim.25 While there, he allegedly stole 12,000 pages of documentation and 
300 hours of video.26 The publisher of Muslim Mafia is WorldNetDaily, a right-
wing online magazine that peddles conspiracy theories. When the book came out, 
CAIR denounced its claims as racist, and a judge ordered David Gaubatz and his 
son to turn over the documentation that was taken.27 

Nonetheless, Rep. Myrick used the book’s misinformation to call for a congres-
sional investigation of CAIR. She was joined by Rep. Trent Franks (R-AZ), then-
Rep. John Shadegg (R-AZ), and Rep. Paul Broun (R-GA). Rep. Myrick now 
chairs the House Intelligence Subcommittee on Terrorism, Human Intelligence, 
Analysis and Counterintelligence. In April she held her own hearings on the threat 
of the Muslim Brotherhood and their influence and ties with Muslim American 
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organizations.28 Rep. Myrick even launched a YouTube video series to warn the 
American public of Muslim extremists among us who “are now in positions in 
our government.”29 In February, Rep. Myrick lost her longtime chief of staff, Hal 
Weatherman, when he resigned to join the staff of ACT! for America.30 

Rep. Paul Broun (R-GA)

Rep. Paul Broun is a fourth-term representative from Georgia’s 10th congressional 
district, representing both the progressive college town of Athens, and Augusta, 
home of Fort Gordon. The son of a highly respected lawmaker,31 Rep. Broun 
has made a name for himself by espousing radical beliefs.32 For instance, he has 
compared President Obama to Hitler, claimed that clean energy legislation would 
kill senior citizens, and avowed that his Democratic Party opponents want to take 
over “all of society.”33 

Yet Broun has reserved some of his most outrageous remarks for American 
Muslims and the wider Muslim world. He joined Rep. Myrick and other colleagues 
at a press conference in 2009 to amplify the claim of Muslim Mafia that interns 
from the Council on American-Islamic Relations were “running influence opera-
tions or planting spies in key national security-related” congressional offices.34 

Most recently, Rep. Broun complained during an appearance on C-SPAN’s 
“Washington Journal” that he was at an airport recently and witnessed an elderly 
woman and a child patted down but not a “guy in Arabian dress who just walked 
right through.”35 He neglected to mention that the 9/11 hijackers wore Western 
clothing.36

Rep. Allen West (R-FL)

Rep. Allen West is a first-term representative from Florida’s 22nd congressional 
district, an African American representing a majority-white urban area along a 
stretch of Atlantic beach communities between Fort Lauderdale and Palm Beach. 
In the spring of 2004, then-U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel West retired after being 
given administrative punishment and fined $5,000 for performing a mock execu-
tion on an Iraqi detainee.37 In his campaign for Congress, candidate West declared 

“Islam” the enemy and claimed it is not a religion but a “totalitarian theocratic 
political ideology.” 38 
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As a member of Congress, Rep. West has an amplifier for his anti-Muslim rheto-
ric.39 He told a television interviewer in January that Rep. Keith Ellison (D-MN), 
an American-born convert to Islam, represents the “antithesis of the principles 
upon which this country was established.”40

When later asked for a response, Ellison said: “Contrary to the views expressed 
by Congressman West, I work to represent the highest ideals of our great nation—
ideals like freedom of worship and respect for all faiths, equal protection under 
the law as well as a civil and open public discourse.” 41

Rep. West is equally combative with Muslim constituents. At a town hall meeting 
in his district, he shouted at a constituent, “You attacked us!”42

Promoting  debunked myths

Since his election, Rep. West has appeared on Frank Gaffney’s radio station and 
at events sponsored by the Center for Security Policy. Rep. West has publicly 
thanked Gaffney for mentoring him43 and has become a loyal foot soldier in the 
misguided campaign against Sharia.  

In fact, Rep. West has recommended that Congress focus on the “infiltration of 
the shari’ah practice into all of our operating systems in our country as well as 
across Western civilization.”44 

Rep. West is also connected to ACT! for America and Brigitte Gabriel, who 
invited him to give the keynote speech at the organization’s national conference 
in June. In his speech, Rep. West joked, “I like Irish Spring, but I don’t much care 
for Arab Spring,” and warned that “on the 21st century’s battlefield, radical Islam 
is the enemy.” 45

In July, Rep. West held a briefing where he promised to reveal a list containing 
thousands of names of individuals and organizations of Muslim Brotherhood 
sympathizers and members. The briefing was called “Homegrown Jihad in the 
USA: Culminating of the Muslim Brotherhood’s 50-year History of Infiltrating 
America.”46 The organization, Citizens for National Security, helped to compile the 
database list. Despite his promises, Rep. West did not unveil the list at the briefing.
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On September 7, Rep. West will host a screening of a film,  “Sacrificed Survivors: 
The Untold Story of the Ground Zero Mosque,” about the 9/11 tragedy and 
efforts to stop construction of the so-called Ground Zero Mosque.47 The film’s 
producer, the Christian Action Network, has already released another inflam-
matory documentary, “Homegrown Jihad: Terrorist Camps around U.S.,” which 
allegedly exposes the militant radicalization of American Muslims.48 The City of 
New York has refused to grant the Christian Action Network a permit to screen 

“Sacrificed Survivors” in public parks, but the group and Pat Robertson’s American 
Center for Law and Justice are threatening a lawsuit against the city.49

Rep. Renee Ellmers (R-NC)

First-term GOP Rep. Renee Ellmers is a product of the Tea Party. She represents 
North Carolina’s 2nd congressional district,50 which is the state’s first majority 
black district.51 In her campaign against seven-term incumbent Democrat Bob 
Etheridge, Ellmers made an issue of the “Ground Zero Mosque” in New York, 
running a campaign ad and accusing Rep. Etheridge of not taking a stand.52 

Ellmer’s campaign was stridently anti-Muslim. For instance, she regurgitated 
Frank Gaffney’s claim that the Park51 community center was actually a “victory 
mosque.”53 And she suggested in an appearance on CNN that President Obama 
supported terrorists by using foreign aid to build mosques.54 In fact, the initiative 
was started by President George W. Bush to rebuild all houses of worship.55

With the Park51 community center ad, Rep. Ellmers is jumping on a trend— 
raising money with Islamophobic rhetoric.56

Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN)

Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN) is the founder of the House Tea Party Caucus 
and one of the radical right’s most consistent anti-Muslim voices. She repeatedly 
raises the specter of a homegrown Islamic threat, as well as threats from Islamic 
countries such as Iran. 

While running for a seat in the House of Representatives in 2006, Bachmann said 
that we should keep the nuclear option on the table concerning Iran.57 More recently, 
she conflated Sharia with terrorism in responding to Osama bin Laden’s death, writ-
ing “may this be the beginning of the end of Sharia-compliant terrorism.”58 
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Sharia has also randomly turned up in a marriage vow pledge that Bachmann 
signed and was sponsored by the right-wing group The Family Leader. The pledge 
contains a provision to oppose Sharia law.59 

Relying on the Islamophobia network

Rep. Bachmann relies on Frank Gaffney to advise her on national and inter-
national matters. The congresswoman, says Gaffney, is “a friend and a person 
I admire. I hope she is getting the best counsel she can.” He added, “We are a 
resource she has tapped, I’m assuming among many others.” When asked whether 
Rep. Bachmann had been briefed on CSP’s anti-Sharia report,  Gaffney replied, 

“We’ve spent hours, over several days with her. I think she’s got the bulk of what we 
would tell her in one of the more formal presentations.”60

When the Sharia report was released in the fall of 2010, Rep. Bachmann issued a 
statement praising it: “The [Sharia] Team B II authors and contributors [Gaffney 
and CSP] are to be commended upon the release of their systematic and thorough 
piece of research, which will highly add to the discussion of sharia law’s impact on 
the United States.”61

Her biased views of Muslims and Islam should not be surprising, considering the 
company she keeps. For instance, she gave the 2010 keynote address at David 
Horowitz’s Restoration Weekend, an annual, elite conference in Palm Beach, 
Florida. Other participants included Frank Gaffney, Daniel Pipes, Robert Spencer, 
and Pamela Geller. 

Rep. Bachmann also appeared alongside right-wing media personality Bryan 
Fischer. Fischer is the longtime radio host of “American Family Radio” and a 
blogger for Rightly Concerned,  profiled in Chapter 4. Fischer is probably most 
controversial for arguing that the religious practice of Islam is not protected under 
the First Amendment,62 that Muslims63 are stupid due to inbreeding,64 and that 
they should be deported and halted from immigrating to this country.65 Fischer 
also supports the banning of mosques.66 

Despite such incendiary remarks, Rep. Bachmann continues to appear on 
Fischer’s radio programs.67 Indeed, because of the direct and indirect support of 
foundations to the Islamophobia network, Rep. Bachmann can repeat and amplify 
baseless charges and bigoted opinions within the right wing-media echo chamber, 
and into the world at large. 
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Source: Justin Elliot, “ How the ‘Ground Zero Mosque’ fear mongering began,” Salon, August 20, 2010, available at http://www.salon.
com/news/politics/war_room/2010/08/16/ground_zero_mosque_origins; Media Matters for America, “Timeline: Nine months of the 
right’s anti-Muslim bigotry,” September 10, 2010, available at http://mediamatters.org/research/201009100042; Joe Walker, Douglas 
Montero, Amber Sutherland, and Kathianne Boniello, “Thousands rally for, against mosque on tragic day,” New York Post, September 
11, 2010, available at http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/man_burns_koran_pages_near_ground_8s6OKcRfcnZ0Ztz9y07ZoL.

“Ground Zero Mosque” timeline
How members of the Islamophobia network created their most enduring myth

The “Ground Zero Mosque” controversy of 2010 catapulted the construction of a multicultural center with a pool, dance 

studios, art space, and a prayer room into a national crisis. Here’s a timeline of the controversy.

	 December 8, 2009 
	 The New York Times published a front-page feature on the Cordoba Project, the original name of the 

Park51 community center. Two Jewish leaders, two city officials, including the mayor’s office, and the 
mother of a man killed on 9/11 all support the initiative.

	 December 8, 2009
	 Pamela Geller, co-founder of the hate group “Stop Islamization of America,” introduces the “controversy” 

about the proposed center on her blog Atlas Shrugs. She later refers to the center as the “Mosque at 
Ground Zero,” even though the building is neither a mosque nor at Ground Zero.

	 May 6, 2010
	 After a unanimous vote by a New York City community board committee to approve the project the 

New York Post runs a story under the inaccurate headline, “Panel Approves ‘WTC’ Mosque.”

	 May 7, 2010
	 Stop Islamization of America launches “Campaign Offensive: Stop the 911 Mosque!”

	 May 8, 2010
	 Geller announces first protest against what she calls the “911 monster mosque.”

	 May 10, 2010
	 New York Post columnist Andrea Peyser argues in a note at the end of her column that “there are 

better places to put a mosque.”

	 May 13, 2010
	 Peyser follows up with an entire column devoted to “Mosque Madness at Ground Zero,” framing the 

project in the way that Geller has been framing it for months.

	 June 6, 2010
	 Geller and her organization organize a protest attended by 200 to 300 people.

	 September 11, 2010
	 Geller and her organization hold a rally in New York City on the anniversary of the 9/11 attacks.

	 December 2010
	 Frank Gaffney scolds FOX News for underestimating the threat of “stealth jihad,” pointing to the 

community center to explain that a mosque “used to promote a seditious program, which is what 
Sharia is . . . that is not a protected religious practice, that is in fact sedition.”

	 February 2011
	 SIOA releases the film “The Ground Zero Mosque: Second Wave of the 911 Attacks.” The documentary 

chronicles the protest movements against the “Mosque” and features Pamela Geller, Jihad Watch’s 
Robert Spencer, and radical conservative media personality Andrew Breitbart.

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/atlas_shrugs/2009/12/giving-thanks.html
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/manhattan/panel_approves_wtc_mosque_U46MkTSVJH3ZxqmNuuKmML
http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/atlas_shrugs/2010/05/stop-the-911-mosque-protest-may-29th-the-last-day-of-the-world.html
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/cat_out_of_the_bag_for_cougars_dhrrd8ANKoby3iOkrJwiII/1
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/national/mosque_madness_at_ground_zero_OQ34EB0MWS0lXuAnQau5uL
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CBYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mediaite.com%2Ftv%2Ffox-news-guest-scolds-fox-for-underestimating-stealth-jihad%2F&ei=bcXtTdGiFISWsgPUkfDFAw&usg=AFQjCNE10KMDeWp9l-yzEQ41xJe52jWhSQ&sig2=ywuRDQ-_EGPE9L7UYMe9L
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CBYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mediaite.com%2Ftv%2Ffox-news-guest-scolds-fox-for-underestimating-stealth-jihad%2F&ei=bcXtTdGiFISWsgPUkfDFAw&usg=AFQjCNE10KMDeWp9l-yzEQ41xJe52jWhSQ&sig2=ywuRDQ-_EGPE9L7UYMe9L
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CCMQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gopusa.com%2Ffreshink%2F2011%2F02%2F21%2Fthe-ground-zero-mosque-second-wave-of-the-911-attacks-premiers-in-new-york%2F&ei=O1ftTfaVFcriiALAwfngCA&usg=AFQjCNEdXKYdm4EhTOK
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The influence of Islamophobic members of Congress

This kind of incendiary rhetoric is filtering down into congressional races. At a 
recent town hall forum, Republican congressional candidate Lynne Torgerson 
asked Rep. Keith Ellison (D-MN), one of two Muslim American members of 
Congress, if he thought the U.S. Constitution or Sharia “should be supreme in the 
United States.”68 Not surprisingly, Ellison responded that the Constitution was 
supreme. But even raising the issue of Sharia as a specter to be feared advances the 
goals of the Islamophobia network.

Twenty-three states have considered bills banning Sharia, though only a few have 
passed. Raising fears about Sharia helps whip up public fear about national secu-
rity issues. Anti-Sharia initiatives could be a way to mobilize anti-Muslim senti-
ment and increase conservative voter turnout. 

There were similar efforts in 2004 with anti-same sex marriage ballot initiatives 
that aimed to increase voter turnout among the religious right. According to Tony 
Perkins of the Family Research Council, a key organizer and strategist on cul-
ture war issues, same-sex marriage was “the hood ornament on the family values 
wagon that carried the president to a second term.”69 

In 2012, however, anti-gay ballot initiatives and rhetoric are less effective in driv-
ing the conservative base to open its wallets and get to the polls. While the actual 
vote-driving impact of anti-Sharia ballot measures remains questionable, when 
these measures are combined with pending legislation, they can have “educative 
effects”70 among citizens and political organizations. David Yerushalmi, the drafter 
of the model legislation, is transparent about his aims being public attitude not 
legal substance. In an interview with The New York Times, he said, speaking of the 
anti-Sharia legislation, “If this thing passed in every state without any friction, it 
would have not served its purpose.... The purpose was heuristic—to get people 
asking this question, ‘What is Shariah?’”71   

Fearmongering drives controversy and forces candidates to take positions on 
issues such as Sharia, which have been painted as dangerous to America. And so 
elements of the Islamophobia network are focusing efforts on key battleground 
states such as Florida, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania. For instance, in March, 
the St. Petersburg Times reported that “two Republican legislators want to make 
sure Florida courts aren’t tainted by what one of them calls foreign ‘shenanigans’: 
Muslim sharia or legal codes from other nations.”72 While the lawmakers insisted 
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they weren’t specifically targeting Sharia, the newspaper noted that the legislation 
they introduced was “copied almost word-for-word from the ‘model legislation’ 
posted on the website of a group called the American Public Policy Alliance.”73 
These connections are detailed in Chapter 4 of our report.

In April, an anti-Sharia bill was introduced in North Carolina. As with virtually 
all other states considering such laws, the sponsors of the legislation could not 
come up with an example of Sharia infiltrating their state courts.74 In addition, 
Pennsylvania is now in the cross-hairs of anti-Islam activist Robert Spencer, who 
pointed to the disposition of an inheritance case based upon Islamic religious law 
(because the deceased was Muslim and had called for that in his will) as evidence 
of creeping Sharia.75 

Never mind that a recent American Civil Liberties Union report noted that anti-
Sharia crusaders have failed to demonstrate a single case of Sharia infiltrating U.S. 
courts.76 That is not the point, of course. The point is to create a distracting, fear-
based political atmosphere in which conservatives are brave patriots and strong 
on defense, while liberals are weak and politically correct. Using such a frame has 
helped conservatives win.
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Conclusion 

As the 10th anniversary of 9/11 approaches, the Islamophobia network will be 
working overtime. The anniversary could be  manipulated to ratchet up the non-
existent threat of Sharia and warn of apocalyptic dangers stemming from Muslims 
living in America. 

We want this report to help create a resilient and secure America by providing the 
public with fact-based knowledge, rather than shrill, fear-based attacks. Violent 
extremism exists in America. But it does not lie solely within Muslim American 
communities. Across the globe, there are terrorists killing in the name of Islam, 
but a new study from the Combating Terrorism Center at West Point Military 
Academy shows that al Qaeda attacks kill eight times more Muslims than non-
Muslims.1 Extremist attacks need to be vigorously investigated and effectively 
thwarted, wherever they are found.2 

In the past few years we have seen high-profile acts of violence perpetrated by 
American Muslims, such as the senseless murder of 13 soldiers at Fort Hood by 
Major Nidal Malik Hasan. We have seen violent attacks prevented, such as the 
failed New York City Times Square bombing by Faisal Shahzad.3

Such attacks need to be put in context. Since 9/11, authorities have identified 161 
Muslim American terrorist suspects and perpetrators, according to a 2011 study 
by University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill sociologist Charles Kurzman. That’s 
a lot; yet the study, “Muslim-American Terrorism Since 9/11: An Accounting,” 
concludes that “out of the thousands of acts of violence that occur in the United 
States each year, an efficient system of government prosecution and media cover-
age brings Muslim-American terrorism suspects to national attention, creating the 
impression—perhaps unintentionally—that Muslim-American terrorism is more 
prevalent than it really is.” 4

These cases enable the Islamophobia network to peddle their myths and miscon-
ceptions about Islam. Their rhetoric and actions are deeply unfortunate because 
they threaten to isolate and alienate a growing portion of the American popula-
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tion. In 2010, there were an estimated 2.6 million American Muslims. That num-
ber is expected to more than double over the next 20 years, to 6.2 million.5 

President George W. Bush, of course, drew a distinct line between radical Islamist 
groups abroad who seek to kill Americans and the overwhelming majority of 
peaceful Muslims at home and abroad.6 He also stood up to the Islamophobia 
network with his outreach to American Muslims during his presidency.7 

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie is doing the same. He recently came under 
intense attack for his appointment of Sohail Mohammed, who defended Muslims 
who were wrongly detained after 9/11, to be a superior court judge. The conserva-
tive governor summed up the criticism in one word: ignorance. An Investigative 
Project on Terrorism report “Gov. Christie’s Strange Relationship with Radical 
Islam” declared that Gov. Christie’s appointment of Mohammed “shows the 
governor’s tin ear for radical Islam.” Pressed by reporters on the reason for attacks 
Christie said, “Ignorance is behind the criticism of Sohail Mohammed. They 
are criticizing him as a Muslim American.”8 Despite the efforts of this Robert 
Spencer9, Frank Gaffney10, and Andrew McCarthy11 and their grassroots partners, 
Christie prevailed. On July 26, 2011, Mohammed was sworn in.12  
 
Then there is businessman Herman Cain—once a favorite on the Islamophobia 
network for his outspoken views about Sharia law when he first launched his 
campaign for the Republican Party nomination for president. The former CEO of 
Godfather’s Pizza once was vocal in his anti-Muslim sentiments, stating in March, 
for example, that:

 There is this creeping attempt, there is an attempt to gradually ease Sharia law 
and the Muslim faith into our government. It does not belong in our govern-
ment. […] I said the role of Islam in America is for those that believe in Islam to 
practice it and leave us alone. Just like Christianity. We have a First Amendment. 
And I get upset when the Muslims in this country, some of them, try to force their 
Sharia law onto the rest of us.13 

Since then, Cain has walked back from such extremism—and in the process irked 
the Islamophobia network to no end. Most recently, he retracted and publicly 
apologized for a number of these views.14 Cain in July went to the ADAMS Center 
in Northern Virginia, where he broke bread with Imam Mohamed Magid, the 
executive director of the center, and other Muslims. After the meeting, he said he 
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was “humble and contrite for any statements I have made that might have caused 
offense to American Muslims and their friends.” 

Furthermore, he said he was “truly sorry” for creating the impression that he was 
against the constitutional guarantee of freedom of religion. “We discovered we have 
much more in common in our values and virtues,” he said about his meeting. “In 
my own life as a black youth growing up in the segregated South, I understand their 
frustration with stereotypes. Those in attendance, like most American Muslims, are 
peaceful Muslims and patriotic Americans whose good will is often drowned out by 
the reprehensible actions of jihadists.”15

Cain’s experience is instructive. Once he detached himself from the web of the 
Islamophobia network, he encountered American Muslims who shattered many of 
the false impressions and stereotypes he held. Cain also regained his place support-
ing American values of religious liberty, freedom, and equal justice under the law.

Of course, the Islamophobia network was utterly contemptuous of Cain’s efforts 
to reach out to moderate Muslims. At the Western Conservative Conference in 
Denver this summer, Frank Gaffney alleged that Cain had actually met with mem-
bers of the “Muslim Brotherhood apparatus in Washington, D.C.” Gaffney added, 

“If, in fact, he’s now changed his position in ways that are being reported, that’s 
even more troubling than if he was spending time with Muslim Brothers.”16

Such unchecked bullying by the misinformation experts should not be toler-
ated. Our nation needs more responsible conservatives to stand side by side with 
progressives to safeguard our national security and uphold America’s core values 
of religious freedom and respect for ethnic diversity. A required first step is to 
expose the influence of the organizations, individuals, and groups who make up 
the Islamophobia network in America.
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