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Gas Price Increases 78% Since 2001
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Big Five Oil Company Profits Increase

Billions of
Dollars
(07
Dollars)
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Offshore Drilli .i':g;

In 2001 the Bush administration por d
drilling for oll in the Atlantic, Pacm  an Gulf
Mexico coastal areas. A

Z0f

Success In 2001,2003,

; = 2 - . r -1 = - L] - - r -
" = # - -
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Protection of Public Lands

In 2001 the National Energy Policy
proposed opening more public land to fossil
fuel exploration.

Failure: By 2006, oil and gas drilling had
doubled on federal land in Colorado,
Montana, New Mexico, Utah and
Wyoming.

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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Nuclear Power

In 2001 the National Energy Policy proposed the
expansion of nuclear power capacity.

Failure: In 2003 the Yucca Mountain was approved as
a nuclear waste repository despite the numerous
health threats.
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The 2001 N a i gy Policy promised

| pcme Home Energy
Assistance >

Failure: ..,rﬁ AP\Brant fell
from $34¢ ."?i 03 in 200
Center for American Progress Action Fund
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Energy Assistance Programs Cont.

In 2001 President Bush promised to double
funding for the Department of Energy’s
Weatherization Assistance Program over a 10
year period.

Failure: The administration's FY 2008
budget proposed to cut weatherization
funds.

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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Science-based Policy

In 2001, President Bush affirmed a
commitment to decisions based on “sound

sclience.”

Failure: In 2007, the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform found “a
systematic White House effort to minimize
the significance of climate change.”

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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Reducing Greenhouse Gases

In 2002 President Bush expressed support for
not only slowing GHG growth, but also “to stop
and then reverse the growth of emissions.”

Failure: In response to Senate legislative
proposals, President Bush “promised to veto
any cap-and-trade proposal” for the reduction
of global warming pollution.

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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Commitment to Battling Climate
Change

In 2007, upon signing the Energy Security and
Independence Act President Bush said. "We'll do our

duty to future generations by addressing climate
change.”

Failure: That very day, EPA denied California a
walver that would allow it and 17 other states to
adopt a single program that would reduce global
warming pollution from motor vehicles by 30%.

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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Global Warming--International

. .S"a-_js'l-ﬂa'll RPT = e
“l am today committing Earfhewdﬁl"—- o
the United States of level foreach him. iy
America to work... to ek,
develop with our friends = =5 - :
and allies and nations '
throughout the world an
effective and science-
based response to the

Issue of global warming

--President President
Bush, June 11, 2001

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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A History of Rebuffing the United
Nations on Global Warming Solutions

Failure: Upon entering office in 2001, President Bush
repudiated the Kyoto Protocol.

Failure: In 2002, President Bush skipped the Earth
Summit meeting and sent negotiators with instructions
to interfere with “any detailed language that would
establish clear goals and timetables for improving the
environment.”

Failure: In 2004 US negotiators were able to co-opt a
weak resolution on global warming at the December
summit of the UN in Argentina.

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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Big Coal's message had bee

' —-New :ﬁim uly !1 _




1/24/2008

The Clear Skies Initiative

In 2002, President Bush proposed the Clear
Skies Initiative to replace the Clean Air Act,
which would weaken standards for pollutants
that cause acid rain and smog.

Success: Clear Skies was blocked by
Congress in 2003 and 2005.

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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The Clean AIr Interstate Rulé"™
(CAIR)

In 2005 the EPA proposed CAIR, which has
pollution limits similar to the “Clear Skies
Initiative.”

Partial Success: Although it would generally
reduce pollution over time, CAIR includes
loopholes that would permit many power plants
to avoid even minimal pollution controls.

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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standards for Drinkirg™
Water

e in 2001
cked the
th standard
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WELL WATER

CONTAMINATED
BY GASOLINE
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Factory Farm Water Pollution

In late 2002 President Bush adopted
regulations that included loopholes for
livestock factory farms, allowing water
pollution from animal waste.

35



Wetlands Destruction 112412008

“Today I'm going to announce a new policy and a new
goal for our country: Instead of just limiting our losses,
we will expand the wetlands of America.”

-- President Bush, Earth Day 2004

Failure: In 2003 the Administration proposed to
eliminate protection for millions of acres of wetlands.
Success: The proposal was withdrawn in response
to fierce opposition from hunters and anglers.

Failure: However, an agency guidance that
complicated protection efforts was retained.

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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“With the Healthy Forest Restoration Act
we will help to-prevent catastrophic
V\mdflres"we | help save Ilves and

-"F

Droperty, and we'll helg” rlrcteet,ournforests
from suddeﬂ and neediegs destruction.”

--Presueh}Bug’rF o sigrifg-the Healthy
Forest Restorati !%AC{[ D&Gembéf 3,2003
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Fortunately, Americans’ opposition led
to many rejections. These successes
led to the President’s failure.

The next president can succeed by
restoring our environment, promoting
clean energy, creating green jobs and
slowing global warming.

Center for American Progress Action Fund
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SOURCES

Clean Air Watch

Energy Information Administration, U.S. Department of Energy
Environmental Integrity Project

Google Finance

House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
League of Conservation Voters

National Commission of Energy Policy

Natural Resources Defense Council

New York Times

PBS

The Wilderness Society

Union of Concerned Scientists

Washington Post
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