
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
As leaders of this nation's religious communities, we are greatly troubled by the lack of 
fairness and compassion in the just-released federal budget and by the disastrous impact 
many of its provisions will have on the lives of millions of men, women and children. 
 
Scores of religious leaders recently wrote to you describing the questions that should be 
asked to determine whether the budget provisions are fair and just, and whether they 
promote the common good.  Now that the budget has been released, the answers are 
clear. 
 
They reveal a budget that falls woefully short in its basic obligations to the poor and most 
vulnerable.  By slashing housing, health-care, education and job-training programs, this 
budget offers an empty hand to our sisters and brothers who are working hard to make 
ends meet.   
 
Those who can least afford it are being asked to make the greatest proportional sacrifice, 
as the budget also proposes reckless tax cuts that will reduce revenues by $1.4 trillion 
over the next ten years.  In addition to these failings, the budget shirks its moral 
responsibility to protect the air, water and land, which are God's glorious creation.  
 
Through its many provisions and priorities, this budget turns its back on our nation's 
oldest and most enduring values of compassion, justice and honesty.  It demands an 
unequal sacrifice, and so it is unworthy of who we are, as children of God.  
 
Here are a few examples of budget provisions that raise concerns.  
 
They include:  

 
• Cutting federal spending on Medicaid by at least $45 billion over the next ten 

years, which will put at risk crucial health protections for more than 50 million 
children, parents, seniors and disabled Americans 

 
• $1.l billion cut in food-stamp aid over the next ten years, which will eliminate 

nearly 300,000 people from the program 
 

• A five-year freeze on child-care assistance, which will prevent 300,000 low-
income children from receiving child care by 2009 

 
• An overall cut in education funding, the first since the Contract with America, and 

a $12 billion shortfall this year alone in the President’s own No Child Left Behind 
initiative 

 
• An 8.4 % cut in the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program that assists 

the poor in heating their homes 



 
• $118 million cut in housing aid for the disabled, cutting that program in half, in 

addition to cuts in housing assistance to the low-income, Native Americans and 
those with AIDS 

 
• $360 million cut in EPA programs that help communities build waste-water 

treatment plants 
 

• $700 million cut in clean-water programs overall 
 

• $1 billion cut in the Community Oriented Policing program, which will weaken 
the efforts of our nation’s first responders 

 
Now that the budget has been sent to Congress, we urge you to protect and restore the 
provisions which reflect our nation's best moral values.  We will be doing our part in the 
weeks ahead -- sharing our vision of a just and merciful nation, and working to make it 
visible throughout our land.   
 
Signed: 
 
 
* Dr. Philip Amerson, President, Claremont School of Theology, Claremont, CA 
 
* Afri Alelani Atiba, CTS Ph.D. student, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rev. J. Edwin Bacon, Jr., Rector, All Saints Church, Pasadena, CA 
 
* Rev. Steven C. Baines, Senior Organizer for Religious Affairs, People for the 
American Way/PFAW Foundation, Washington, DC 
 
* Rev. Susan N. Blue, Rector, St. Margaret's Episcopal Church, Washington, DC 
 
* Robert Bond, MCC, CTS student, Chicago, IL 
 
* Dr. Rita Nakashima Brock, Director, Faith Voices for the Common Good Oakland, 
CA 
 
* Rev. Chloe Breyer, St. Mary's Manhattanville, West Harlem, NY 
 
* Mary Anne Briggs, United Methodist, Chicago, IL 
 
* Simone Campbell, National Coordinator, NETWORK: A National Catholic Social  
Justice Lobby, Washington, DC 
 
* Rev. Dr. Ronna Case, Hospital Chaplain, Chicago Heights and Olympia Fields, IL 
 



* Rev. Dr. Ignacio Castuera, Pastor, St. John's United Methodist Church Watts, Los 
Angeles, CA 
 
* Sr. Joan Chittister, Benedictine Sisters of Erie, PA 
 
* Mary Montgomery Clifford, National Spiritual Association of Churches, CTS Ph.D. 
Student, Chicago, IL 
 
* Dr. John B. Cobb, Jr., Theologian, Progressive Christians Uniting, Pomona, CA 
 
* Rev. N. Gordon Cosby and Mary Cosby, Founders, Church of the Saviour, 
Washington, DC 
 
* Linda Mitchell Coyer, Church of God, Chicago, IL 
 
* Sr. Anne Curtis, RSM, NETWORK: A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby, 
Washington, DC 
 
* Dan Daley, Co-Director, Call to Action USA, Chicago, IL  
 
* Cindy Davenport, CTS staff, Methodist, Chicago, IL 
 
* Denise Taft Davidoff, Chair, The Interfaith Alliance Foundation Past Moderator, the 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
 
* Rev. Paul B. Feuerstein, President/CEO, Barrier Free Living Inc., New York City, NY 
 
* Sr. Maureen Fiedler, SL, Host, Interfaith Voices, Hyattsville, MD 
 
* Rev. Matthew J. Frizzel, Community of Christ, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy, President, The Interfaith Alliance, Washington, DC 
 
* Arun Gandhi, Founder, M.K. Gandhi Institute For Nonviolence, Memphis, TN 
 
* Rev Gail Greener, Crystal Lake UCC, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rev. Dr. Galen Guengerich, Co-Minister, All Souls Unitarian Church, New York 
City, NY 
 
* Rev. Debra W. Haffner, Religious Institute on Sexual Morality, Justice and Healing, 
Norwalk, CT  
 
* Rev. Cedric A. Harmon, a member of Equal Partners in Faith, National Board and 
Chair of the People of Color of Faith Working Group, Annapolis, MD 
 



* Rev. Joellen Hassler, Presbyterian, Chicago, IL 
 
* Raymond G. Helmick, S.J, Instructor in Conflict Resolution, Department of Theology 
Boston College, MA 
 
* Dr. Donte Hilliard, CTS prospective student, Chicago, IL 
 
* William Chris Hobgood, General Minister and President, The Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Indianapolis, IN 
 
* James E. Hug, S.J., President, Center of Concern, Washington, DC 
 
* Dr. Mary E. Hunt, Co-director, WATER: Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics and 
Ritual, Silver Spring, MD 
 
* Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs, Temple Kol Tikvah, Los Angeles, CA 
 
* Patricia de Jong, Senior Minister, First Congregational Church of Berkeley, CA 
 
* Rob Keithan, Director, Washington office, Unitarian Universalist Association, 
Washington, DC 
 
* Dr. Catherine Keller, Professor of Theology, Drew University, The Theological 
School, Madison, NJ 
 
* Rev. J. Patrick Kelly, The Reki Center Church Temple of Living Prayer/Universal 
Life Affiliation, Sacramento, CA 
 
* Archdeacon Michael S. Kendall of the Episcopal Church of New York City, NY 
 
* Rev. Jennifer Kottler, Director of Education and Outreach, Protestants for the 
Common Good, Chicago, IL  
 
* Rev. Peter Laarman, Executive Director, Progressive Christians Uniting, Pomona, CA 
 
* Rev. Ken Brooker Langston, Disciples of Christ, Annapolis, MD 
 
* Eric LeCompte, National Council Chairperson, Pax Christi USA  
 
* Rabbi Michael Lerner, Editor of Tikkun Magazine and Rabbi of Beyt Tikkun 
Synagogue, San Francisco, CA 
 
* Rob Leveridge, student minister at Galewood Community Church, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rabbi Jane Marder, Beth Am Congregation, Los Altos Hills, CA 
 



* Rabbi Paul Menitoff, Executive Vice President, Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, New York, NY  
 
* Rev. Timothy McDonald, Founder, African American Ministers Leadership Council 
and Pastor of First Iconium Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA 
 
* William McKinney, President, Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, CA  
 
* Laurie A. McNeill, Pastor, Central Presbyterian Church, Montclair, NJ 
 
* Craig Modain, United Church of Christ, CTS seminarian, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rabbi Jack Moline, Agudas Achim Congregation and Vice-chair, The Interfaith 
Alliance, Alexandria, VA 
 
* Danielle Neff, UCC, CTS seminarian, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rev. Brenda Bartella Peterson, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Washington, 
DC 
 
* Sister Catherine Pinkerton, NETWORK: A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby, 
Washington, DC 
 
* Rev. Dr. Bruce Prescott, Executive Director, Mainstream Oklahoma Baptists, OK 
 
* Rev. Dr. George F. Regas, Founder, Interfaith Communities United for Justice and 
Peace, Los Angeles, CA 
 
* Rev. Meg Riley, Director, Advocacy and Witness, Unitarian Universalist Association, 
Washington, DC 
 
* David A. Robinson, Executive Director, Pax Christi USA: National Catholic Peace 
Movement 
 
* Melissa Rogers, Visiting Professor of Religion and Public Policy, Wake Forest 
University Divinity School 
 
* Rt. Rev. Catherine S. Roskam, Bishop Suffragan of the Episcopal Diocese of New 
York, NY 
 
* Rabbi David Saperstein, Director and Counsel for the Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism, Washington, DC 
 
* Susie Shannon, Chair, Budget Committee, Prophetic Renewal, Los Angeles, CA 
 



* Rev. Paul H. Sherry, Coordinator, Mobilization to Overcome Poverty, National 
Council of Churches, Cleveland, OH 
 
* Rev. Bill Sinkford, President, Unitarian Universalist Association, Washington, DC 
 
* Jean Stokan, Policy Director, Pax Christi USA, Washington, DC 
 
* Susan Sparta, CTS seminarian, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rev. Ruth Teena Williams, St. Edmund, Episcopal Priest, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rev. Dr. Susan Brooks Thistlethwaite, President, Chicago Theological Seminary, IL 
 
* Rev. Romal Tune, Assistant Pastor, Nineteenth St. Baptist Church and Director for 
African-American Ministers Programs, People for the American Way, Washington, DC 
 
* Jim Wallis, Convener, Call to Renewal; Editor, Sojourners, Washington, DC 
 
* Christopher Warfield, CTS M.Div. student, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rabbi Arthur Waskow, The Shalom Center, Philadelphia, PA 
 
* Sara Wilcox, UCC, CTS seminarian, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rev. Nathan D. Wilson, Senior Minister, Clintonville Christian Church, Paris, KY 
 
* Wendy Woodruff, Metropolitan Community Church, CTS student, Chicago, IL 
 
* Rev. Adama Zawadi, Trinity United Church of Christ, CTS Ph.D. student, Chicago, IL 
 
 
 
 


